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RELIEF OF SUFFERmG POPULATIONS OF THE WORLD. 



Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

House of Representatives, 

Monday J January 10, 1920, 

The committee this day met at 10.30 a. m. with Hon. Stephen G. 
Porter of Pennsylvania (chairman) presiding. The committee had 
under consideration House concurrent resolution 70, introduced by 
Mr. French. 

The. Chairman. Mr. French is here representing a resolution, and 
I assume he desires to be heard. 

STATEMENT OF HON. BURTON L. FRENCH, MEMBER OF CON- 
GRESS FROM IDAHO. 

Mr. French. I would suggest that on page 1 you change the figures 
reading ^'$35,000,000'' to ''$33,000,000.'' On page 2, down in the 
body of the resolution, the word "Government" I suggest you change 
to "Congress." Those are merely suggestions of my own. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, we, I think, are all in a general way 
familiar with the deplorable conditions that exist in central and 
eastern Europfe. If we can credit the representations that are made 
to us by people who have visited those countries, people who write 
from those countries in our most responsible magazines and who are 
interested in relief work of various kinds in that part of the world, 
we must be satisfied that the suffering that exists there is almost 
beyond belief; that millions of people are starving, are perishing, 
because of lack of food and medicines. This is a resolution in recog- 
nition of an organization that exists in this country for the purpose, 
if possible, of affording some relief. The resolution does not call 
upon Congress for the expenditure of money or for the appropriation 
of money. The organization is known as the European Relief Coun- 
cil, has as its head Mr. Herbert Hoover, and as its treasurer Mr. 
Franklin K. Lane. This organization is representing and has affili- 
ated with it ^ and speaks for several of the greatest philanthropic 
organizations of the United States, to wit, the American Relief Ad- 
ministration, the American Red Cross, the American Foreign Service 
Committee, the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, the Knights of Columbus, 
the T. M. C. A., and the Y. W. C. A. All of these different organiza- 
tions have felt that it is better to work through the one common 
organization known as the European Relief Council. 

The work that is being done by the European Relief Council has 
the approval of President Wilson, of President-elect Harding, and 
of former President Taft. This organization has set out to raisa 
.$33,000,000 by popular subscription foy the rehef work, with the 
understanding that the countries to be assisted will be able to add 



4 RELIEF OF SUFFERING POPULATIONS OF THE WORLD. 

something like two for one for what we raise, and in that way care 
for the destitute peoples of these lands. 

Mr. Dickinson. What assurance have you that they will do that ? 

Mr. French. Mr. Chandler will speak closer to tne details. At 
this point I was going to ask that he be heard. Let me say this, 
however: The organization has raised something like $12,000,000, 
has naturally sounded out the most available places from which 
money can come, and is now making an appeal to the people for 
popular subscription in a more general way. If you stop to think of 
the amounts they are seeking to raise, it is comparatively small in 
comparison with our taxes. Measured, for instance, by the taxes 
that we pay to the Government under the excess profits tax and under 
the income tax, you will find that it is sought to raise something like 
two-thirds or three-fourths of 1 pm cent of such amount. That is 
what it amounts to from those who pay either of the kind of taxes. 
So when you see it in a broa d way the amoimt is comparatively small, 
and yet iFor it to be raised there must be a very wide and general 
campaign. It is the belief of this organization that if it could have 
the indorsement of the Congress of the United States in making the 
campaign, the Congress, in a way, speaking for the good faith of 
the o-ganization and the organizations working under the European 
ReUef Council, it would mean much in obtaining popular purport 

I would Uke to say that our former colleague, and future Congress- 
man, Chandler, has covered thc^-e coim tries personally, is personally 
familiar with the conditions, and is identified closely with the organ- 
ization, and I would like to ask the committee to hear him on the 
general subject. 

The Chairman. Before we go, have you any precedent for this 
action on the part of Congress? Do you know of any case where 
Congress ever indorsed a proposition of this kind ? 

Mr. French. Why, the Congress has repeatedly granted charters 
to different relief organizations, recently, tne Near East. 

The Chairman. I understand about the charters. It would help 
us on the floor if you could furnish us with a case or more where 
Congress has indorsed a movement of this kind in this way. 

i&. French. I shall endeavor to do this; however, let me say 
the Congress has done what would seem to be much more than 
what I propose when it has recognized the issuance of a charter to 
this organization for the relief of the Near East, for the organization 
of the Red Cross — giving, in fact, the very charters upon which they 
rest in doing all their work. We have made direct appropriations 
of money as well for relief work in foreign countries. 

The Chairman. Has this organization known as the European 
Relief Association received a charter? 

Mr. French. No, not from the Congress. 

The Chairman. I don't mean from, the Congress, but I mean from 
any State? 

Mr. French. Mr. Chandler can speak more of that. 

Mr. Flood. We have passed resolutions commending drives for 
getting up money for different undertakings in Europe. 

Mr. MoORES. This Senate and the Sixty-fourth House indorsed 
the Sinn Fein movement, top. 

Mr. Houghton. As I understand it, there is a great deal of distress 
in Europe — at any rate in certain parts of Europe — and certain 
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American relief organizations have come together and midertaken 
the responsibility of raising a lot of money, to better these distressed 
conditions. Now without apparently any precedent they come to 
us and ask us to indorse the appeal — Is that correct ? 

Mr. French. I am not debating the question whether there is 
precedent. I am rather inclined to think there is. 

Mr. Houghton. What is the reason? Is it to make it easier to 
raise money ? 

Mr. French. It is to make it easier for the organizations to raise 
the money. 

Mr. Houghton. Is the Congress to be put in the position that 
wherever there is need of raising money for relief abroad Congress 
should support the appeal ? 

Mr. French. I am not asking for the consideration of anything 
so broad as that. 

Mr. Houghton. But you will remember when We passed the Near 
East charter the objection of many members at the time wa^^ that it 
opened the door for other similar requests and here within a year a 
new appeal is made. 

The Chairman. I think the objections to the Near East were that 
the Government might be asked to support it — not the public. 

Mr. Houghton. But when we open the door, whether directly or 
indirectly, full assistance can be asked. 

Mr. French. It seems to me we might well afford to meet the 
situations as they arise; very fortunately such crises as this do not 
arise often. The Congress, since I have been a member, has been 
called upon not only to grant charters to the different or^janizations 
that we have referred to looking to the carrying on of philanthropic 
work, but has been called upon to grant relief in a more substantial 
way, even by appropriating millions of dollars. 

Mr. Houghton. That is nothing new. Congress has a right to 
vote money. Here we are voting advice. 

Mr. French. The Government has assisted in supporting peoples, 
notably during the war in Europe, and it would seem that this is 
much less than that. When an organization makes an appeal to the 
American public a great many people want to know that the organi- 
zation is actually capable of carrying out that which it assumes to 
undertake. Many people are not familiar with some of these organi- 
zations and it would add, it seems, to the ease of raising the money 
if Congress should express its confidence in the organization. 

Mr. Houghton. There could be no question about that. You 
could then raise the money easily. I was simply wondering precisely 
how wide open that could open the door to all appeals. 

Mr. French. It is up to the Congress to close it at any time and 
consider any proposition on its merits. It seems to me that this 
proposition is one of such tremendous magnitude and the crisis so 
great it should be met in this way. 

Mr. Dickinson. Ha ven^t we had conditions existing in various 
countries practically every year, in some European country, which 
would warrant a representative of some organization coming before 
this committee and asking for an endorsement to a plan to subscribe 
funds for their relief ? 

Mr. French. Well, that may be. 
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Mr. Dickinson. You don't mean to tell us that this war conditb on 
is the only condition that would warrant us taking such an actif ^on 
if such an occasion is advisable on part of the Congress ? \ ^ 

Mr. French. No, but I think this is true: If the conditions t*^hat 
exist to-day in Europe following the war are conditions that b .are 
been unparallelled in centuries, that the misery and suffering^ in 
Europe to-day, can not be equaled by the misery and suffering t/P'nat 
the people have undergone in centuries . i^^ 

Mr. Dickinson (interposing). Is it any worse than it has beenr^for 
the past two years ? ^ 

Mr. French. It is hoped that this will probably be a way for' the 
people to get on their feet next spring and summer. ? 

Mr. Dickinson. Can you show any signs that the people over th^re 
are making an effort, the folks themselves? Won't they continue 
to look to us as long as we continue to give them aid? 

Mr. French. Mi*. Chandler will speak to that. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. You say some of these concerns are not chartered, 
are not corporations ? 

Mr. French. Some of them are not chartered bv Congress. I 
didn't mean to say that they were not chartered. I meant to say 
chartered by Congress. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Doesn't this resolution mean of Congress more or 
less underwriting the proposition? You say in the resolution that 
^'Whereas in raising funds that not a single dollar contributed will 
be expended for expenses," etc. How do you know that? 

Mr. French. That is their representation. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. And when we pass this won't we be in the attitude 
of saying to the country — of vouching for that statement ? 

The Chairman. That is the proposition I intended to interrogate 
Mr. F'rench about. 

Mr. French. I inserted that for this reason: In the first pface it is 
very emphatically asserted that that is the condition. Now, then, if 
we have engaged, as all of us have^ in campaigns in the past for raising 
money for the Red Cross and other kindred activities you will recall 
people asking you whether or not 50 per cent or more of this money 
raised is not expended for certain high-class or high-salaried officials 
who are administering it. You will meet that everywhere. I have 
met it time and time again. Now, it is represented to me, and I 
believe it is absolutely correct, that various philanthropic people are 
so deeply in earnest in this matter that they are willing, out of their 
own means, to see to it that the machinery shall not take any of the 
money contributed for the relief work ; they are willing to bear that 
expense themselves, underwrite, if you please, the expense of main- 
taining this organization. Now, then, tney want that the world shall 
understand, that the people of our country shall understand, that of 
every dollar contributed 100 cents shall go to the relief for which it is 
contributed. 

Mr. Connally. That is very fine, but suppose they don't do that? 
When they have got this $33,000,000 they have got to spend some of 
it for administrative purposes, it would seem. They would be foolish 
not to spend some of that for administrative purposes when they get 
it, and yet we would be in the position of saying that they have not. 

Mr. Chandler. I. will say that I have a communication that 
answers every suggestion that you have made. 
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I will not try to qualify as an* expert, because I am not. I will 
state this: That after serving as a member of the faculty of lecturers of 
the A. E. F. in France in the summer of 1917 under the War Depart- 
ment, I went, at the suggestion of Mr. Hoover, to investigate the 
feeding of children at Reval, Revol, and Riga, and the work done 
there was typical of everywhere ; and I can speak of what I saw there, 
not only of this condition of starvation, but how this $100,000,000 
that was appropriated was used. I don't want the gentlemen to 
think for a minute that I am here to-day to answer every question 
about that. I was not actually in the employ of the Government or 
commissioned by the Government. I paid my own expenses, and yet 
I do know a good deal at first hand. 

I think if the committee will indulge me to read a specially prepared 
statement of the collection of this $33,000,000 and the distribution 
of it and that we take up (he discussion after it, it will be a good thing 
to do. 

Senator Reed in the Senate made an attack on Mr. Hoover on the 
administration of this fund, and I went to a long-distance telephone 
and asked Mr. Hoover to send me a statement of this covering two 
things — ^first, how the $100,000,000 had been administered and, second, 
how it was proposed to administer the $33,000,000, and he sent me a 
statement by a special messenger to Congress Hall Hotel. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Has there ever been an official report made on that 
$100,000,000 fund? 

Mr. Chandler. There was an official report made by the President 
to Congress, and I have a copy of it here. 

This is a statement that Mr. Hoover sent me: 



List of cargoes and service expenditure approved by the Comptroller of the United States 

Treasury under the f 100, 000 ^000 appropriation fund . 

[Uuited States Grain Corporation acting as fiscal agent of the American Relief Administration.] 



Description (steamer, etc.). 




steamship: 

Pequot 

WestMadaket 

Indianapolis 

Zaca 

West Cobalt 

Edgecombe 

West Humhaw 

Eastern Light 

Edjrefield 

Manitowoc 

Arakan 

Selandia 

.Tan Van Nassau 

Canton 

Cace Lookout 

Western Chief 

Hico 

Regulus 

LakeLarga 

Eastern Queen 

Oshkosk 

Lacandaga 

Saco 

Tvonoke 

Fort Pitt Bridge.... 

T-.ake Calvenia 

Foster 

LakeStrabo 

Lake Charlottesville 
Phoenix Bridge 



SI; 



3, 



1 



145,255.60 
815,665.23 
665,214.46 
915,603.07 
811,409.26 
931,597.87 
326,048.19 
532,052.82 
915,765.21 
471,200.00 
949^233.21 
161,254.60 
409,002.41 
209,751.25 
749,675.59 
894,000.31 
479,579.44 
668,648.59 
218, 773. 60 
915,142.22 
600,840.43 
,013,144.31 
458,3;U.58 
452, 166. 02 
581,548.57 
337,990.70 
455,566.80 
340,725.00 
343,255.00 
324,178.00 



Freight 
handling, etc. 



9269,226.80 

280,435.00 

228,708.32 

223,370.45 

210,698.92 

181,205.63 

250,713.72 

103,547.67 

178,189.93 

186,000.00 

226,799.01 

186,218.71 

100,197.21 

82,^96.54 

262,042.97 

211,617.19 

113,240.63 

97,521.01 

86,358.00 

216,868.13 

186, 173. 46 

227,860.58 

180,920.36 

51,915.96 

198, 157. 73 

100,821.09 

60,059.22 

86,391.14 

87,032.78 

127,965.00 



Total. 



$1,414, 

1,096, 

893, 

1,138, 

1,022, 

1,112, 

3,576, 

635, 

1,093, 

657, 

3, 176, 

1,347, 

509, 

292, 

1,011, 

1,105, 

V 592, 

766, 

305, 

1,132, 

787, 

1,241, 

639, 

504, 

779, 

438, 

515, 

427, 

430, 

452, 



482.40 
100.23 
922.78 
973.52 
108.18 
803.50 
761.91 
600.49 
955.14 
200.00 
032.22 
473.31 
199.62 
547.79 
718.56 
617.50 
820.07 
169.60 
131.60 
010.35 
013. 89 
004.89 
251.94 
081. 98 
706.30 
811. 79 
626. 02 
116. 14 
287. 78 
143.00 
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lAst of cargoes and service expenditure approved by the Comptroller of the United States 
Treasury under the f 100,000^000 appropriation fund—Contiimed. 



Description (steamer, etc.)' 



Steamship — continued. 

Wakanna 

Panola 

West Erral 

Bavaria 

Chariot 

Lake Licoco ". 

Lake Lillicusum : 

Agawan 

Dio 

Ceralvo '. 

Tyr 

Coauina 

Yakima. 

West Chester 

Shooters Island 

Faraby 

Athenic 

Queen Alexandria 

Navarino 

Western Belle 

Cape Henry 

Maine 

West Cressey, Voyage II 

Naimes , 

Sonnenfels , 

Westward Ho •. 

Rudelsburg 

Gerfrid , 

Aschenburg , 

Hannau , 

Kagera , 

Schwarzenfels , 

Be.soeki 

Schodack 

Lake Fraley 

Lake Fraichur , 

Lake Fontanet 

Lake Cerosco , 

Bermuda 

Lake Fray 

Erfurt 

Lake Gretna 

Crostafels 

Huberf els 

Lake Dancey 

Catawba 

Garibaldi 

Hansa 

Mirach 

Falkenfels 

Absaroka , 

Englewood 

Point Bonita 

Theresa Horn 

Ocland 

Ida 

Isis 

Adelheid , 

E verett , 

Newburg 

Morristown 

Western Light... . *. , 

Augusta Foherczegno , 

Szent Istvan 

Marianne , 

Bris^ravia 

Frederica .• 

Antwerpen (coastwise) , 

Karpathos (coastwise) , 

Li psos (coastwise) 

Roma (coastwise) 

Schwinge (coastwise) , 

Hilda (coastwise) 

Commodities purchased from U.S. Army in France 

Steamship: 

Dubhe 

BaUi 

Wieringen , 

Bussum 



Cargo. 



} 



S468 
364 
688 
420 
749 
340 
344 

1,034 
989 
354 
550 
311 
460 

1, 115 

1, 128 
432 
580 
755 
777 

2,392 

802 

27 

1, 172: 
866 
934 
403 
848 
820 
875 
537 
664 

2,123 
670 
471 
369 
368 
383 
345 
821 
392 
856 
383 
607 
805 
426 

1,051 

891 

1,148 

808 

369 

22 

69 

18 

118 

10 

64 

30 

166 

1,388 

872 

798 

178 

74 

90 

153 

66 



507.74 
912. 00 
262.52 
704.49 

461. 48 

787. 86 
127. 14 
588.66 
215.31 
412. 14 
126.81 
810. 71 
295. 71 
177. 59 

812. 97 
308.78 
939. 87 
141. 37 
735.60 
981. 24 
467.15 
692.43 
846.89 
087.25 
419.80 
088.41 
477. 43 
171.24 
287.90 
422.08 
507.74 
459.35 
406.49 
703.60 
880.95 
158. 67 
534.47 
478. 07 
956.77 

691. 87 
403.23 
611.99 
658.16 
076. 59 
648.74 
800.39 

924. 57 

701.67 

596. 58 

581. 49 
790.06 
704.31 
204.48 
044.13 
886.31 
313. 92 
622.19 
803.00 
823.33 

101. 98 
740.21 
782.43 
079.64 
577.03 
096.39 
516. 18 



6,808,894.11 

. 304,435.31 
883,760.14 
304, 760.07 
366,994.84 



Freight 
handling, etc. 



{ 



J56,642.27 

129, 137. 51 

211,156.93 

139,081.65 

133, 738. 00 

81,324.38 

82, 121. 25 

235, 782. 67 

188,332.44 

84,575.62 

101,105.36 

74,409.38 

55,188.46 

232, 110. 09 

199,918.04 

118,890.23 



207,246.95 

130, 757. 37 

8, 198, 42 

229,470.54 

145,025.22 

161,674.68 

166,996.86 

136,913.40 

130,089.50 

173, 153. 13 

105,676.47 

87,063.96 

205,222.93 

102,325.31 

184,347.35 

74, 958. 84 

74,609.81 

77,725.82 

70,219.87 

134, .347. 05 

79,581.63 

142, 446. 87 

77,741.54 

85, 161. 68 

115,268.98 

35,159.91 

46,815.03 

13, 168. 67 

23,746.22 

138, 762. 08 

132,610.72 

117,487.30 

3,386.88 

24,291.48 

2, 38,'>. 00 

74,957.17 

20,062.12 

3, 185. 50 

5,218.26 

49,675.12 

251,193.55 

155,825.37 

153,749.60 



35,149.28 
41,580.55 
33,284.03 
32,900.70 
30, 123. 54 
36,088.49 



Total. 



} 



126, 180.42 
192,876.17* 
126, 315-03 
152, 109.71 



$525,240.01 

494,049.51 

899,419.45 

559,786.14 

883,199.48 

422,112.24 

426,248.39 

1,270,365.33 

1,177,647.75 

438,987.76 

651,232.17 

386, 220. 0» 

515, 484. 17 

1,347,287.68 

1,328,731.01 

551, 199. 01 

580,939.87 

755, 141. 37 

777,735.6a 

2,600,228.19 

933,224.52 

35,890.85 

1,402,317.43 

1,011,112.47 

1,096,094.48 

570,083.27 

985,390.83 

950,260.74 

1,048,441.03 

643,098.55 

751,571.70 

2,328,682.28 

772, 731. 80 

656,050.95 

444,839.79 

442, 768. 48 

461,260.29 

415,697.94 

956,303.82 

472,273.50 

998,850.10 

461,353.53 

692, 819. 84 

920,345.57 

461, 808. 65 

1,098,616.42 

928,839.46 

1,287,463.75 

941, 207. 30 

487,068.79 

26,176.94 

9o, ovOt iv 

20, 589. 48 

193,001.30 

30,948.43 

57,499. 

35,840.45 

216,478.12 

1,640,016.88 

1,027,927.35 

902,489.81 

178, 782. 43 

74,079.64 

90,577.03 

153,096.39 

66,516.18 

35,149.28 

41,580.66 

33, 28*. 03 

32,906.70 

30,123.54 

36,088.49 

6,808,894.11 

430,615.73 

1,076,636.31 

431,075.10 

519, 104.55 
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lAst of cargoes and service expenditure approved by the Comptroller of the United States 
Treasury under the (100^000,000 appropriation fund — Continued. 



Description (steamer, etc.)- 



Steamship — Continued . 

Woonsocket 

Westford '. 

Sahale ^ 

Lake Yelverton 

Agwistar 

Tabor 

Lake Farge 

West Lashaway 

Neuse 

Commodities purchased from U. S. Army at Trieste 
per— 

Quartermaster invoice, 9 

Quartermaster invoice, 10. 

Quartermaster invoice, 51 , 

Quartermaster invoice, 54 , 

Steamship: 

West Mount 

WestEldara 

Siretul 

Karpathos and August Wilkc 

Freight on typhus equipment from United States Army 

at Coblenz to Poland 

Expenses of movement of commodities from Rotterdam 

and French ports to upper Baltic ports 

Coal for bunkering of steamers engaged in above move- 
ment 

Steamship Maartensdjrjk 

Commodities purchased from the Commission for Relief 

in Belgium 

Steamships: 

Slavonia 

Kickapoo 

Muntenia 

Remscheid 

Grand total 



Cargo. 



Freight 
handling, etc. 



1560, 
539, 
467, 
224, 
338, 

16, 
112, 

19, 
142, 



728.34 
600.00 
976.78 
034.70 
883.34 
553.07 
920.33 
924.80 
976.40 



72, 760.30 

2, 116.80 

43,358.24 

69, 479.77 

49,609.70 
85, 866.90 
93,^22.67 



329, 116. 29 

2,073,159.02 

51,471.64 
405,840.82 



2,044,290.49 



80, 129, 872. 76 



$232,407.13 

223,650.00 

193,964.06 

92,856.49 

62,332.87 

4,318.88 

28,402.43 

4,831.91 

21,511.89 



14,299.75 
45,933.91 
15,638.89 
48, 930.00 

110,462.60 

975, 958. 13 

209, 867. 52 
147,235.79 



6, 743. 38 
37, 793. 75 
31,149.11 

(1) 



Total. 



$793, 
763, 
661, 
316, 
401, 

20, 
141, 

24, 
164, 



135.47 
250.00 
940.84 
891.19 
216.21 
871.96 
322.76 
756.71 
488.29 



72,760.30 

2, 116.80 

43, 358.24 

■ 69,479.77 

63, 909.45 
131, 800.81 
109,161.56 

48, 930.00 

110,462.60 

975,958.13 

209, 867. 52 
476,351.08 

2,073,159.02 

58,215.02 

443, 634. 57 

31, 149. 11 

2, 044, 290. 49 



14,799,374.01 



94,929,246.77 



1 Not yet paid. 

Mr. Chandler. I would like to say that in a personal conversa- 
tion with Mr. Hoover he said to me that there was some difficulty in 
raising this money. At the time I talked to him about a week ago 
$12,000,000 had been raised. Of this amount $5,000,000 had been 
raised through the Red Cross and several million dollai-s had been 
raised in New York by a number of gentlemen, millionaires, who 
contributed at a supper, and there was contributed in the Metro- 

Eolitan Opera House over $700,000 to help these children. Mr. 
[oover emphasized that in no w«iy could it be a question of race, 
religion, creed, party, or partisan. Three million five hundred 
thousand children must perish if the only people on earth that can 
help them dont help them. They have no money in the first place 
and in the second place they have no food. This country has the 
food and they can save the children and it is merely a question of 
humanity whether it can be done. . I would like to put Mr. Hoover 
right, that his heading of this organization is not of nis own voHtion. 
He has for months past been appealed to by letters, by cable, by the 
Governments of these countries and by their charity organizations to 
appeal to the American public to save these children. He has per- 
sonally been appealed to by these various organizations in this 
country to head the movement. He accepted the leadership; he 
did not seek it. He is glad to lead because he feels it is his duty to 
it. He was asked by the Governments of Europe to do this and the 
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people of this country to do it, because he became during the World 
War the world's, great food distributor, not only the head of this 
Government's food commission, but of the Supreme Council. 

He believes it is his duty to do it and he gladly does it, but he 
wants America, especially official America, to stand behind him. I 
haven't a copy of the appeal, but the President wrote an appeal 
addressed to ^'My fellow countrymen '' to help this and stated that 
$10 would save a child, and he sent a check for $200, and he stated 
that he would take over the guardianship of 20 of these children. 
President-elect Harding indorsed it. He sent a check, I don't know 
thev amount, and Mr. Taf t indorsed it. Mr. Hoover did not say he 
raise this money without the indorsement of the Congress, but he 
thinks if the President has indorsed it and the President elect, that 
it would be exceedingly helpful and might put the drive over the top, 
so to speak, if the Congress will with any kind of unanimity do this. 
I want to say for Mr. Hoover that he didn't suggest this indorsement 
by Congress. He wants Congress to do it, but he didn't suggest it. 
It was suggested by others, by friends of the various organizations. 
I am nor betraying any confidence when I say how the resolution 
originated. , 

Mr. Houghton. Why do they want Congress to indorse it ? 

Mr. Chandler. I will say this: I was called in down here by 
the local Hoover committee. I think the immediate call came from 
the Y. M. C. A. and the Red Cross. They have offices in the Homer 
Building, and they asked to get some natives typical of certain people 
whose organizations I represent. They wanted the Letts to come 
down here in their native costumes to help. After a week's drive 
the drive was ratHer disappointing. Here and in Baltimore onh" 
about $50,000 was raised, and the suggestion was made by Mr. 
Moses that Congress ought to help by its official indorsement. In 
other words, it is feared that $33,000,000 can not be raised without 
the official indorsement of Congress. He requested me to see that 
was done, and I went to Mr. French's office and Mr. French kindly 
drew this resolution and Senator Sutherland has introduced it in 
the Senate, and it has been the subject of quite considerable debate. 
Senator Hitchcock made a speech in favor of it. 

Mr. Begg. I understand the President has indorsed it and it seems 
to me the same way of Mr. Harding and Mr. Taf t, and the equivalent 
by this Congress would be by it subscribing to the fund, individual 
Members of the Congress, saying that they would indorse- this 
movement. 

Mr. Chandler. I don't think that the gentleman is correct. 
When the President of the United States contributed $200 he repre- 
sented the whole Executive Department of the Government. The 
President of the United States represents the Executive Branch, 
and the Congress acting together represents the Congress. 

The Chairman. When he made that contribution didn't he do it 
as an individual? 

Mr. Chandler. I do not have the letter. But it is addressed by 
the President of the United States — and everybody will take notice 
that he is President — and he appealed to his fellow countrymen. If 
he were a private citizen what would be the justification for his 
addressing it in that manner. 
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Mr. Begg. Suppose I should write a note saying I would take 
charge of 20 of tnese children, wouldn^t it be tlie same way as the 
President? 

Mr. Chandler. No, sir. I must say that the Executive Depart- 
ment is represented by one man and the Congress is represented by 
the Senate and the House. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Because the President happens to be President 
it doesn't rob him of his personal character. 

Mr. Chandler. No, sir; but I say the President of the United 
States, officially, the President of the United States has indorsed 
this appeal and has accompanied it by a contribution of $200, saying 
that children could be saved at $10 a piece and it is the duty of the 
United States to save them. It is not positively stated that way, 
but it is read between the lines. There is the proposition that Con- 
gress should consider, that this disability should be removed — no 
other nation on earth can do it. 

Mr. Houghton. There is no question about the distress; there is 
no question about our ability to remedy it; no other nation can do 
"so as easily. But you come liere with a somewhat elaborately drawn 
resolution. You ask Congress to take a certain position, and I 
think as Mr. Connally says, it comes to nothing more nor less than 
a statement by Congress that all the facts recited therein are true. 
Could you get the same results by letting the individual Members of 
Congress make contributions ? 

Mr. Chandler. All the Members of Congress have been solicited. 

The Chairman. If President Wilson had desired his act to be 
considered as an official act is it not a fact that he would have ad- 
dressed Congress on it and suggested a resolution ? 

Mr. Chandler. I don't know. The President has a way of ad- 
dressing the people even officially at times — not only in this country 
but in others. 

The Chairman. I am very strongly of the belief that when he 
sent that check he did it as an individual. For instance, if I were 
to send a letter with a check that would not be representative of 
this committee. 

Mr. Chandler. I want to read section 2 from the articles of 
incorporation of Near East Relief with reference to setting a prece- 
xient. This is from the charter granted by the United States Congress 
August 6, 1919, and it reads: 

That the object for which said corporation is incorporated shall be to provide relief 
and to assist in the repatriation, rehabilitation, and reestablishment of suffering and 
dependent people of the Near East and adjacent areas; to provide for the care of 
orphans and widows and to promote the social, economic, and industrial welfare of 
tho^e who have been rendered destitute or dependent directly or indirectly by the 
vicissitudes of war, the cruelties of men, or other causes beyond their control. 

This is a precedent if Congress has actually incorporated an organi- 
zation for that purpose. We have a precedent in a stronger form 
than in a mere indorsement of this movement. As Mr. French has 
suggested, what could be stronger than an incorporation of a corpora- 
tion for that purpose ? 

The Chairman. There is quite a difference. This resolution 
guarantees to the American people that not a cent of money will be 
spent for its distribution. The minute we pass it we assume the 
burden of distributing it. That is the crux of it. This society for 
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the relief of the Near East does not appear to be interested in thi& 
resolution. 

Mr. Chandler. No; it was only read for the showing of the prece- 
dent that Congress has established for any legally authorized charity 
work. 

I went into the office of the Near East in New York yesterday for 
the purpose of securing this literature. You wanted to know it the 
Near East and Hoover were the same thing. The Near East operates 
in Armenia chiefly and Transcaucasia and around Constantinople 
and has no connection with the rest of the work at all, but the principle 
is the same, the methods are the same, and the methods of administra- 
tion are the same. The responsible officer of the Near East corpora- 
tion told me that Mr. Hoover had just agreed to sign with him a joint 
report on some charity work in Europe. 

As to whether this money will be properly spent or not I want to 
state that if Mr. Hoover and these associations are to be entrusted 
with the using of this $33,000,000 in Europe, and there is anxiety on 
the part of anybody in Congress or the people as to whether it will be 
spent right or not, we must simply ask this question: If $100,000,000 
appropriated by Congress were properly distributed is it not reason- 
able to suppose that the same agencies will expend $33,000,000 a& 
well. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Didn't we give them $50,000,000 more? 

Mr. Chandler. That doesn't need to be confused with this. 
Congress authorized the sale and distribution of 5,000,000 barrels of 
flour, amoimting to $50,000,000, in Europe, but that was not adminis- 
tered by Mr. Hoover. It was under Mr. JuUus Barnes. The 
$100,000,000 was voted in response to a telegram from Mr. Wilson 
from Europe asking that it be made tor two purposes — ^for charity 
purposes and to fight bolshevism — and Mr. Hoover took charge of its 
distribution and has made a report on it and his chief agent in Europe 
who ordered all of the shipments of food made a statement to me 
yesterday with regard to the resolution. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Who was he ? 

Mr. Chandler. Mr. Edwin M. Flesh. He is treasurer of the Grain 
Corporation. He stated to me that of the $100,000,000 not a sou 
had been paid in salary and he has given an itemized report which he 
has made to the President, and it will be instructive and illuminating 
to the committee. 

Mr. Begg. Do you deny on the part of Mr. Hoover the statements 
made by Senator Reed ? 

Mr. Chandler. Absolutely, sir. 

Mr. CoNNALLY. Right there he says they had no salaries. 

Mr. Chandler. They paid some salaries, very few were voluntary 
workers. 

Mr. Connally. All their expenses were paid. 

Mr. Chandler. Mr. Hoover's expenses were not paid; he never 
charged *a cent. He paid his own expenses. 

Mr. Connally. They ought to have been paid. 

Mr. Chandler. I think they ought, too, but as a matter of fact 
they were not. Mr. Hoover nas acted, as Senator Hitchcock has 
said, on the highest plane of integrity, with the highest efficiency, 
and the most exalted plane of charity in administering this fund. 
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wish to call attention of the committee at this time that the entire 
$100,000,000 was not distributed. There are over $4,000,000 now in 
the hands of the Treasurer of the United States which Mr. Hoover has 
not spent, not having found it necessary to spend it in the season of 
1918. It has been indirectly charged tnat Mr. Hoover was loose and 
extravagant in his expenditures. 

Mr. Goodwin. Will you please inform the committee what is the 
condition of that part of the world to-day as compared with two years 
ago and one year ago. Are not conditions really worse than they 
were — ^unsettled not only politically but more distress economically ? 

Mr. Chandler. I will say to the gentleman candidly that I have 
no facts or figures to give him on that point that are authoritative. 
I can't.speak personally. I can say only what the Hoover organization 
has assured me and what is stated in this paper here, the necessity 
for feeding the people of Europe is gradually decreasing. Accurate 
calculations by the agents of the churches of America sustain Mr. 
Hoover, who has had his own agents over there and who are voluntary 
agents in making their appeals. 

Mr. LiNTHicuM. I was going to say to the committee that I saw the 
work that was going on over there last summer. Just how much was 
being done I don't know. How it was being done 

Mr. Chandler (iiiterposing) . My opinion is from what I saw when 
I was there and what I know now from reading and hearsay that 
conditions are not as bad as they were two years ago. Mr. Hoover 
frankly stated that if they were as bad as they were two years ago 
vee would have to be feeding 8,000,000 instead of 3,500,000. 

Mr. Goodwin. Aren't conditions about like this, that unless there 
is relief in the furnishing of coal as well as food, many of the people 
w^ill die or perish. 

Mr. Chandler. The condition is stated, and I believe it to be 
true and not exaggerated, that if 3,500,000 are not fed they will 
starve, and that the United States, out of all the world alone, can 
save them. 

Mr. Begg. If you will permit an interruption there for a minute 
or two I don't believe there is any dispute on the fact you are setting 
forth. The fact the gentleman from New York, Mr. Houghton, 
made that statement, and I don't think there is any point for argu- 
ment. The question comes down to an argument — you are usmg 
the Near East charter as an argument for saying a precedent has been 
set for indorsement of the organization. If we go ahead and do this 
again, won't that be adding to or strengthening the precedent, and 
won't they, every time there is a fire or some kind of disaster, be 
writing to Congress and want an indorsement ? As I understand this 
appeal, it is a straight-out appeal to the United States to relieve the 
suffering. It is not an indorsement. It is worth only as much as 
these kind of indorsements are worth. Do we want in theses times 
or do we not want — I am not sure what I think — of having an official 
sanction so that a man can go out and say the Government of the 
United States is asking you to do this, they haven't the money? In 
other words, are you going to let them be in the attitude of using a 
club', or asking the people for it. 

Mr. Chandler. Emphasis doesn't mean anything. If the door is 
wide open why talk of opening a door? In the most solemn and 
serious form Congress can give an indorsement, or set a precedent, A 
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it has been set by creating a charter for a charity purpose, for a relief f! 

purpose. ;1 

Mr. Begg. But you come right back and want it again. > 

Mr. Chandler, ^hy not, if there is a meritorious case again? T 

Mr. Houghton. This is not an application for a charter. If some p 

people want an appHcation for a charter that would be something to -1 

take up and dispose of. We might conceivably approve of it as we I 

did of the Near East relief. But that is a very different thing from 

asking Congress to officially indorse your movement as it stands. 5 

Mr. Flood. The question is asked if in the future a meritorious case 
of this character should be presented, why shouldn^t Congress give 
its official indorsement and let the people go before the country with 

the indorsement of the Congress 

Mr. Houghton. I can^t see where the precedent has been estab- 
lished. 

Mr. Flood. Here is one resolution we passed and we have passed a 
number of times, but this is only one like a number of '^Whereases" 
we have here. This is for the relief of the Ukranians. It is as fol- 
lows (H. J. Res. 350, 64th Cong., 2d sess.): 

JOINT RESOLUTION Requesting the President of the United States to designate and appoint a day on 
which funds may be raised for the relief of the Ruthenlans (Ukrainians). 

Whereas in the countries situated in the eastern part of Europe, the theater of devastat- 
ing war, there are at least 1,000,000 of Ruthenians (Ukrainians) in dire need of food, 
clothing, and shelter; and 

WTiereas hundreds of thousands of these people have been forced to abandon their 
homes and their property, and, being deprived of all opportunity to provide even for 
their most elementary wants, have undergone disease, starvation, and indescribable 
suffering; and 

WTiereas the people of the United States of America have learned with sorrow of this 
terrible plight of great numbers of their fellow beings and have most generously 
responded to the appeal of humanity for assistance whenever such appeal has 
reached them: Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That in view of the wretchedness, misery, and privation which 
these people are enduring, the President of the United States be respectfully requested 
to designate and appoint a day on which the citizens of this country may give expres- 
sion to their sympathy by contributing to the funds now being raised for the relief of 
the Ruthenians (Ukrainians) in the belligerent countries. 

Mr. Houghton. Is that equivalent to this request ? I doubt it. 

Mr. Flood. Exactly the same. 

The Chairman. The point I want to make is that the resolution 
read by the gentleman from Virginia refers to one nation, but this 
resolution is for many nations and that is all the more reason why 
we should pass it. Why is Russia left out ? 

Mr. Chandler. Russia is not left out. Nonbolshevist Russia is 
not left out. I read a statement here that Russian refugee children 
got $4,000,000; that that amount was sent to nonbolshevist Russia. 

The^CHAiRMAN. . It says here central and eastern Europe. 

Mr. Chandler. It says here — - 

The Chairman (interposing). I am speaking of what the resolution 
says. 

Mr. Chandler. The resolution calls upon the country to sustain 
Mr. Hoover in making the drive, and this is his personal statement 
of where it is to go. It is to go to nonbolshevist Russia. Senator 
Borah asked the statement in the Senate, '^What do you mean by 
nonbolshevist? How do you get money to them?'' And I am told 
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by Mr. Newman or Mr. Flesh that it refers to those starving people 
and nonbolshevist people in Russia that could be reached oy Red 
Cross and other charity organizations. 

The Chairman. Don^t you think the children of bolshevist Russia 
should be cared for as well as others ? , • 

Mr. Chandler. If they could be gotten to without the Red Army 
confiscating it. But I said to one of these gentlemen yesterday, 
''Are you going to send any of this money to Azerbaidjan ?'' He said, 
'^No; we are not.'' He said, '^We had a communication a few 
months ago from Azerbaidjan asking if we could reach our orphans'' — 
w^e call them our orphans — '4n Azerbaidjan with any assistance, and 
if we sent it to them, will you see that it is given to them"; and the 
answer from the bolshevist authorities was that '4f you send any 
money into our territory it will be distributed as the bolsheviki 
adjudge the needs to be, and if it is better to give it to the Red Army 
-we 'will give it there." They object to people outside helping in 
feeding tneir orphans in any way. 

Mr. Sabath. isn't it true that the Jewish Relief Commission has 
received permission from this Government after receiving permission 
from the bolsheviki government to send some supplies and aid and 
assistance down there, that all the food and supplies that come there 
will not be in any way interfered with on the part of the bolsheviki 
government, and hasn't that assurance been given the department 
here? 

Mr. Chandler. I accept those statements as true. I will admit 
that they were made. I don't doubt it. 

Mr. Sabath. That was made about four months ago after the 
relief committee returned from Russia and that section of the country 
and with a contract which bound the bolsheviki government to not 
interfere with any aid or assistance sent there. 

Mr. Browne. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. This 
European Relief Commission that proposes to spend this money is 
that incorporated in the State of New i ork ? 

Mr. Chandler. I understand it is not. That is a generic term 
recently adopted by a combination of the charity organizations all 
working, campaigning for this relief. 

Mr. Browne. Don't you think it would be a wise thing for them 
to incorporate, or at least state that it was not a corporation ? 

Mr. Chandler; Well, it might be, I don't know, but it would take 
so long to do it. 

Mr. Browne. It could be incorporated in 10 days. 
Mr. Chandler. That would be too late for this. I want to say 
that whatever good Congress can-do by passing this resolution will 
be done within a week. The drive will continue during the month 
of January. 

Following the line suggested by Mr. Linthicum, I traveled in 
Russia, and what I saw tnere would make you sick. There is no 
use to appeal to you on a line of pathos, but I want to make this 
summary. I want to state that I have the facts and figures here 
showing that to the last dollar and cent Mr. Hoover and tnose asso- 
ciated with him did dispose of that hundred million dollars honestly 
and efficiently. They have rendered a report to the President, which 
has been transmittea to the Congress, and I have a report of it here 
for the committee. Of* the $84,000,000 for which securities were 
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taken for a refund of this monev, one little country I represent — 
Letvia — I saw a check to the National City Bank of $3,000,000, 
which was returned to them. They are a very proud people. 

All of this money will be charity. 

Mr. Houghton. Have you any reason for wanting this resolution 
in this particular form ? 

Mr. Chandler. No. 

Mr. Houghton. It just happened this way? 

Mr. Chandler. Just happened this way. 

Mr. Houghton. And if the objection of the committee is found to 
be largely based upon the form in which this language is put and it 
could be arranged in a way that would meet the committee's objec- 
tion it would not in any wav interfere with your purpose ? 

Mr. Chandler. Absolutely. I am not concerned with that. Mr. 
French introduced it. 

Mr. French. The draft of the resolution was prepared by myself 
after Mr. Chandler suggested the advisability of introducing it and 
then Mr. Chandler made a few interlineations and I introduced it. 
What I am after is to have the Congress indorse it and if the com- 
mittee wishes to use the draft I have made either as a horrible ex- 
ample or as a model either course will meet my approval. 

Mr. Chandler. I doubt whether it will be raised, but my heart has 
bled like others. I have seen starved people by the wayside. I 
drove with Gen. Tenyson through a section of Esthonia. I saw a 
man lying by the roadside dead. I said to him, ^^What killed that 
man? The bolsheviki ? " He said, ^^No, he starved to death." I 
saw mothers dead with their ba'bies in their arms', and that is some- 
thing that never happened in that country before. I was told the 
Red Army swept back and forth over that country eight times. 
The women and children could in no sense be held responsiole for the 
horrors of the war. This is not a matter of religion, of race, of creed, 
of color, or of politics. It is a question of the only people that can 
help them and what effect the indorsement of Congress would have 
in getting the people to take it up. I think we ought to join in this 
most commendable of all enterprises which may or may not be the 
last, but it is up to us now as a great Christian people of humane 
tendencies. 

Mr. Connally. Has the committee been highly advertised through- 
out the country ? 

Mr. Chandler. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connally. Does the gentleman think this would help to 
collect any funds ? 

Mr. Chandler. Yes; it would give the movement a kind of semi- 
official aspect and we think it would help us get several million. 

The Chairman. If we could jind some way of assuring the American 
people that every dollar of this money would be used for the relief 
of the people in "Europe I believe it would be oversubscribed, but if 
we don't get that assurance to them I don't think it will be subscribed. 

Mr. Chandler. If the report here shows that the $100,000,000 was 
honestly administered and if the same hands that administered that 
would administer^the $33,000,000 and if Congress believes that that 
is true, they can at least go before the country and say that they 
officially indorse this movement and they have their confidence in it. 
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The Chairman. I do not attach so much importance to the ex- 
penditure of that $100,000,000. I feel this way: If we pass a resolu- 
tion assuring the American people that this money will be properly 
administered we must take some steps to see that it is properly ad- 
ministered. It places us in a moral obligation in making tnat promise. 
I know it would help the movement tremendously if you would put 
it in such shape, if we decide to report this resolution out, that the 
American people should receive that assurance. You see, to take 
this one paragraph: 

Whereas this organization is administering the raising and distribution of funds 
in such manner that not a single dollar contributed to the fund is deducted therefrom 
for the expense of maintaining the organization or for any purpose other than that of 
extending relief to the stricken people * * *. 

That expression ^'maintaining the organization^^ is extremely 
indefinite. That might mean only the overhead in New York or it 
might go on down the line and tate in the doctors and nurses, but it 
is entirely too indefinite. 

Mr. Chandler. May I offer a suggestion in line with the suggestion 
of the gentleman from New York? Congress guarantees nothing. 
It announces that it is the sense of Congress that our people should 
charitably support the movement without. 

The Chairman. What evidence have you that all of these organi- 
zations have agreed to act as a unit in this matter ? 

Mr. Chandler. Because I have seen them at work. I won't say 
all of them. I will give you an illustration: The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ of America are interested. The pastor of 
the church in New York, Dr. Catron, told me that his church gave 
$1,000. There are others that are doing it. I myself personally am 
at work with the Red Cross and the Y. M. C. A. in this town and I 
know that they are at work. I have seen evidence in Mr. Hoover's 
office of all of these people. My distinguished friend in Chicago I 
think told me he sent a check himself for SI 00. I know something 
of the work in Chicago. The American Red Cross has given $5,000 
already; the Rockeieller Foundation has contributed a million 
dollars, or something, I don't know what it was, accompanied with 
a letter, indorsing the movement and making an appeal to the Ameri- 
can people to help. 

Mr. Begg. Why the occasion for creating a new organization for 
soliciting this fund when we already have the American Red Cross ? 
Why wouldn't it have come easier through the Red Cross? 

Mr. Chandler. The Red Cross is primarily organized for charities 
for medical purposes and treating sick people. Mr. Hoover answered 
that in his report, that these other organizations attend to the dis- 
tribution of food and clothing, the Red Cross to the medical part of 
it. The European Relief, made up of all of these organizations 
under one generic term, are acting under one general head. 

Mr. Begg. I don't know how tne Red Cross operates in Europe, 
but in America they meet the emergency. If it is clothing, it clothes; 
if it is housing, it houses. 

Mr. Chandler. I know; but Mr. Hoover told me, and it is true, 
that the Red Cross is chiefly a charitable organization for sickness 
and death. They do the other work because sickness may require 
the distribution of food and clothing. 

29364—21—2 
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Mr. Begg. That is true; but I canH see why an appeal from the 
Red Cross wouldn't have greater weight and a greater response than 
a new organization. 

Mr. Chandler. It does get a tremendous response. 

Mr. Begg. We are getting so many organizations that some of 
them are getting cussed. 

Mr. Chandler. I can say to the gentleman that it is a question of 
underground suspicion. 

Mr. Begg. But it is there. 

Mr. Chandler. But we combat it the only way we can combat it 
and that is by showing to the people that these people have accounted 
for every dollar they have been given. If Smith has done something 
honest in the past along a certain line and there is expected of him in 
the future that he do something else along the same line the pre- 
sumption is that he will do equally as well and be equally as honest. 
You can't keep organizations down, because you can't get the Cath- 
olics and the Jews and all 

Mr. Begg. That is no reason why we should indorse them all. 

Mr. Houghton. Suppose every Member of Congress should give 
soniethirrg to this and would sign a '^ round robin" showing that they 
were all eager to help; don't you think that would answer your pur- 
pose better than this ? 

Mr. Chandler. No, sir. I think the official act of the American 
people in an official way is better. 

Mr. Houghton. There is a pretty general feeling in the country 
now that we don't want to vote any more money. 

Mr. Chandler. Yes, sir. The Congress did have an opportunity a 
few months ago to vote $ 150,000,000 and the committee reported it out 
in the amount of $50,000,000. It was O. K'd by Mr. 'Hoover. Sec- 
retary Glass asked for it and the measure was reported for this par- 
ticular purpose by the Ways and Means Committee. The Question 
of economy and high taxes and all that stuff entered into consider ation 
and it was not passed. Here Congress is asked to say that while we 
don't believe the people want to appropriate the money out of the 
National Treasury, the situation in Europe is so serious, all these 
people are starving, we, therefore, say this, that Congress officially, 
while it won't vote the money, not having it, believes A 'he people 
should contribute as they can, thus leaving the response tor ^ -^ cnarity 
of the people. U- — 

Mr. Begg. Couldn't the same arguments you have offered here be 
presented for the children of China and wouldn't there be the same 
justification for the creation of an organization for those starving 
children, and wouldn't we be just as much justified in indorsing that? 

Mr. Chandler. The gentleman has asked a question involving two 
ideas, the question of humanity and the question of precedents. The 

?uestion of precedents has been answered. It wouldn't deter me. 
would ask if it was in the jurisdiction of the Congress to do a thing 
like this. I would say I will investigate if it is meritorious and, if so, 
I would indorse it. If it is not, I will not do it. If we have no 
precedent we could well afford, in the light of the facts presented to 
this committee, to make a precedent now. It is not for the Congress 
of the United States to stand back on the ground that others may 
urge it to indorse them. 
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Mr. Houghton. Do you think the Congress should indorse all of 
these movements? 

Mr. Chandler. If they are meritorious. 

Mr. Houghton. It seems to me the Red Cross and other societies 
are organized to perform these functions. 

Mr. Chandler. We have another proposition which the gentleman 
has not thought about, perhaps. It is the precedent of voting 
SlOO, 000,000 for this very purpose. We actually voted the money. 
It was understood that small loans were to be made and it was to be 
recovered ultimately, if possible, but it was understood that it was a 
charity work. We have done that as an act of legislation. We are 
asked to support a struggling charity movement in the country which 
we ought to do. 

Mr.. French. May I suggest this: I think the committees are aware 
of it, but I want to remind them that this is the fourth largest drive 
for funds in amount sought to be raised — the fourth largest amount 
that has ever been undertaken in America. The Red Cross twice 
exceeded this; the drive of the combined philanthropic and relief 
organizations at one time during the wft* exceeded it and this stands 
fourth. 

Mr. Chandler. We are indorsing everybody at once and they are 
estopped from coming in here and saying that we have not given 
them an indorsement. This indorses every charity organization in 
America. 

I would like to know if you know anv other charitv orsranization 
of the United States that is not included in this. 

The Chairman. The Association of the Near East. 

Mr. Chandler. I know, but we have granted them a charter. 

The Chairman. I think we are putting too much stress on that 
charter. 

Mr. Chandler. I don^t think we can vote a hundred million dollars 
without having it considered. 

The Chairman. Why cari^t the Red Cross take care of this, Mr. 
French ? It has been in existence for years and it is the organization 
we look to to meet emergencies like this. 

Mr. French. I am not able to explain why in the beginning it was 
worked out so that this organization should undertake it other than 
by saying that Mr. Hoover two years ago was placed in charge of 
administering the $100,000,000 voted by the Congress for similar 
relief work and expended partly in this stricken area. The fact is 
that for some six weeks or two months probably longer than that this 
organization has been functioning with the distinct backing of the 
Red Cross, having the backing of a large fund from the Red Cross, 
and having the ability to amalgamate these various philtothropic 
organizations. 

The Chairman. Do you think the Red Cross has the right to dele- 
gate any of its functions to any other organization ? 

Mr. French. I don't understand that it is delegating them. It is 
working with this organization as all of the other organizations are 
and it seems to me that since Mr. Hoover was intrusted with similar 
work years before we became involved in the war and after we be- 
came involved, it is reasonable, that he should be the man to take 
hold. Mr. Hoover not only has the great confidence of the people but 
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has agencies and representatives who can act at once. I suppose 
that is why he was given charge of this work. 

Mr. Houghton. Isn't it a fact that no thought of coining to the 
Government was ever considered when this drive was originally 
started and that the reason that you have come is because it has 
hitherto not succeeded ? 

Mr. French. I tried to say at first, that the drive has not appealed 
tc the public in the way that it should — ^in the way that it ought to 
appeal. The proposition is of tremendous magnitude. I think a 
vote of Congress expressing our confidence in the organization and 
the men, if you please, who are handling this great work, would do 
much to stimulate the drive, and as I said a little bit ago, I have made 
many appeals from the platform to people in the past in behalf of 
various organizations, especially during the war, and I have been 
met time and time again by people who would throw up, ^^ well, 50 per 
cent or more, or some large amount is being paid for high salaries'- 
in administering the gifts. These may be people who want to dodge 
or side-step something or they may be sincere but we should remove 
the excuse. It seems to me if we could indorse this it would do much 
to do away with the idea. 

The phrase used here ^'not a dollar'' is taken from the words of 
the Literary Digest, an organization that has contributed itself 
$100,000 for this particular fund. 

Mr. Chandler. I would like to add a word about the Red Cross, 
that they have made a statement that they haven't any organization 
for this, and they will not undertake to do it. They will feed the 
children 

The Chairman (interposing). If the Red Cross, with its great 
machinery alreadv built up, can not undertake it how can this new 
organization build it up so as to take care of it ? 

Mr. Chandler. They have it already built up. They have at 
Reval, and other points, a skeleton organization that does this work. 
The rule is this: the American Army officers represent the United 
States Government, and the local committees of Esthonia, the men 
and women attend to the cooking and preparing the mess, and all of 
that kind of work. 

I saw 500 of these emaciated children walk up there and take their 
places. They were served with rice and one other dish. These 
skeleton organizations exist throughout Europe to-day; and, besides, 
Mr. Hoover has a staff trained in this work. Some of them are in 
Europe now, and some of them are going over soon, he told me. 
• The Chairman. Where is Mr. Hoover at the present time ? 

Mr. Chandler. He was in Buffalo yesterday, and he is in New 
York to-'da}^, I understand. He went up there to make a speech as 
part of the drive. 

The Chairman. It is the purpose of this organization to turn this 
money over to these associated organizations for expenditure? 

Mr .Chandler. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Does that not bring the expenditure of the money 
right in under those heavy overhead charges of these various organ- 
izations ? 

Mr. Sabath. If you will permit me, gentlemen, I may give you 
some information which mav be of some value and may not. As I 
understand, when this relief is given the money which is being col- 
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lected is utilized for the purpose of buying the much-needed food in 
larp-e quantities and then it is shipped across the seas and then 
divided in accordance to the population or need of the various 
countries. Each and every one of these countries has a special 
relief committee. 

The Chairman. Allow me to interrupt you, because you are getting 
to a point I want to understand. The money is used to buy food and 
clothing in the United States ? 

Mr. Sabath. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Is any of the money used in the distribution of 
that food and clothing in Europe ? 

Mr. Sabath. Not by the various committees that are organized 
in the respective countries. I am not speaking for Mr. Hoover's 
committee, or the committee here. I am only speaking for the com- 
mittees over there. Each country has a relief committee and thev 
in turn help the committees in large cities and centers, and they will, 
for instance, when a thousand barrels of flour is sent to Prague or to 
Budapest, etc., it is assigned to that committee and th^y again 
bring about the distribution in that country. So there is no expense 
with the distribution of this relief over there. I don't know what 
expense is made purchasing here. All that I understand that Mr 
Hoover has done was to buy in large quantities, which made it pos- 
sible for him to secure better prices. There has been a great deal of 
criticism of how these purchases were made. I don't know whether 
Mr. Barnes or Mr. Hoover have used good judgment or not, but up 
to that time, thousands and thousands of our American people, 
desirous to be of aid to these starving millions, they have started to 
send relief there. They would buy 50 pounds of this and 100 pounds 
of that, and so on, and would send it in cases and would send it in 
sacks, food and clothing and everything else, but it would be four, 
five, and even nine months before it was delivered and the cost wnq 
tremendous. 

When Mr. Hoover started the relief work here he thought, and his 
assistants were under the impression, that instead of sending the food 
and assistance through these private channels and through private 
shippiujg and distributing companies and committees, if it could be 
centraUzed in one, and tjiey would send him the money, the people 
would secure more for their .money than by this uncertain private 
way that these various organizations started here. So. for instance, 
we will say the Czecho-Slovaks 

Mr. Houghton. I had a visit from some gentlemen in Buff ah 
yesterday who brought up the fact that on the 22d or 24th there is to 
be a hearing in regard to a waterways work, and that the report of the 
committee that has been investigating the waterways from the Great 
Lakes to the St. Lawrence has been made but not printed. I told 
them I would bring the matter before the committee. 

The Chairman. I have it here before you for transmission to you, 
and if you will make a motion for having it printed I will have it 
printed. 

(The motion was made and unanimously adopted. Thereupon, at 
12.15 p. m., the committee adjourned.) 
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The committee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m., Hon. Stephen G. Porter 
(chairman) presiding. 

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. Mr. Sabath, 
yesterda}^ I interrupted you, or rather you were interrupted by a roll 
call in the midst of your discussion of this matter. You may proceed. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ADOLPH J. SABATH, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

Mr. Sabath. All I did desire was to give the committee such 
information that I possessed, namely, that a great deal of that work 
has been turned over to the Hoover committee because of the fact 
that there are thousands of parcels and packages and cases that have 
been sent to these various countries early in 1919,' and right after the 
armistice was signed, which never reached there, and those that did 
reach have reached there after four, five, and six months' delay, and 
a great deal of the goods have been spoiled, and it was all at a great 
cost. But at this time the Hoover committee recommended, instead 
of sending the goods through relatives and friends, s;iiall parcels and 
packages and small orders, that they deposit the amount of money 
that tney desire to expend here and that it would enable them to bu^^ 
large quantities, and therefore to secure much more for the money 
for the people over there, and secure better shipments, etc. 

Mr. Houghton. Who distributes them? 

Mr. Sabath. It was purchased, as I said, a great deal of it then by 
the Hoover committee and he had a large organization here to do the 

Eurchasing. When the goods reached, we will say, Hamburg or 
iverpool, or some of the other ports, committees were organized on 
the part of the different nationalities, that is the natives, so that the 
Poles had their committee, and the Czecho-Slovaks had theirs, and 
the Hungarians and the different Rumanians and Serbs had their 
committees, to watch the flour, or rice, or coffee, or such stuff as 
would be sent out there and see that it would be allotted in propor- 
tionate amount allowed by the Hoover committee to the respective 
nationalities. 

Mr. Houghton. The Czecho-Slovaks, for instance, had it dis- 
tributed in Czechoslovakia ? 

Mr. Sabath. Yes, sir; there is a committee of the Czecho-Slovaks 
in Hamburg and also one for a little while in Fiume. I think there 
were one or two shipments from Fiume but mainly it was to Hamburg 
and they had a committee there. I think it was originally organized 
by the Red Ci'oss and the organization was aided by the Red Cross, 
but finally it was turned over to the Czecho-Slovaks committee or to 
the other committees and they ^\'ere charged with the proper dis- 
tribution under the direction of the Red Cross or this Hoover com- 
mittee. 

Now, I believe a great deal of time and money has been saved and 
people were relieved and I am satisfied that thousands upon thou- 
sands of lives have been saved through the able assistance that ^^*as 
given. I am not only speaking of the relief that was given by our 
Government, but also of the relief that was given by the various 
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nationalistic groups, which has been in a measure also handled by 
this committee, it is because this has been handled by the Hoover 
conmiittee that the people there believe that this was Hoover who 
AVas doing all this, not that the nations were but that Hoover was 
doing all this, and appeals come, I presume, to Hoover, and that is 
the reason, I believe, that these requests came to Hoover for aid and 
assistance, because he has established a reputation that he was feed- 
ing the starving women and children oi the various countries of 
Europe. 

Now, as I said, I wish to repeat this one fact, that there has been 
a great deal of criticism on the part of people of the way that some 
of the large quantities of wheat and flour have been purchased by 
some of the gentlemen that Hoover has appointed. These gentle- 
men themselves have no doubt read of it and heard of it. I do not 
know how much truth there is to that, that some of these men that 
were appointed have profit ted by the manipulation of the markets; 
nevertheless I do not see that that has anything to do with the fact 
that this call for the present relief is not going forward as was origi- 
nally expected. Therefore, it might bo of great benefit if we would 
in some way, in some resolution or some proclamation, assure the 
American people that that mone}^ that will be raised will be properly 
expended and that food will be properly distributed. 

Now, I realize what is in the minds of the chairm^^n and you 
gentlemen, and for that reason I suggested to the chairman yesterday 
that it might be well perhaps for us that we should have a clause 
embodied in the resolution that a committee of the House as well 
as a committee of the Senate should supervise or secure information 
relative to the amount of money actually collected and actually 
expended and how distributed. I think if we go to the country and 
ask for this money and indorse it, and assure the country that it 
will be properly expended, Mr. Hoover nor these gentlem-en would 
not find a great deal of objection if it was provided that a committee 
of two or three of the House and a like committee of the Senate 
should have the right to know the amount of moneys collected, how 
expended, and how relief is to be secured. 

Mr. Dickinson. The committee made a contract for the purchase 
of wheat that was given to your friend Armour in Chicago. 

Mr. Sabath. I have heard a lot of stories; I do not know. 

Mr. Dickinson. Do you not know that Armour did get the con- 
tract for delivering the w heat to that committee ? 

Mr. Sabath. Yes; I understand that Armour received a great 
many other contracts. 

Mr. Dickinson. And he received a great deal of profit from that 

one? 

Mr. Sabath. Yes, sir; but the mere fact that there was one man 
or some few fellows who profiteered at the expense of these unfor- 
tunate people, I do not see that we should permit women and chil- 
dren to starve when it will not cost the country anything, and when 
the money can be raised and should be raised and can be raised 

easily. 

Our Nation and the people of this country never have been better 
off than they are to-day. I think they have made more money in 
the last five vears or six years than ever before in their history, and 
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more than they have ever dreamed of, and I think they can easily 
and will come and aid and assist. 

In view of what has been stated yesterday, I was going to give 
you my views, such information as I have; and just because of these 
facts you and others have in mind or have insinuated, I think I will 
make a statement, because there may be some people here who are 
lacking in confidence in Hoover, and I believe that if we would 
amend the resolution and have a committee of two or three, as I 
said, from the House and two or three from the Senate to supervise, 
or not to supervise, but perhaps to be in touch and know or be advised 
as to the actual distribution, I think the thing will be materially 
aided, and I feel that people could come to the front quicker and 
easier than they have heretofore. 

Mr. Browne. If we cause to be placed in the bill a clause requiring 
the committee to report to Congress, would not that make it itemized ? 

Mr. Dickinson. You can not make them report when they are not 
a creature of your own construction. 

Mr. Browne. Make it a condition of the indorsement and let 
them know. 

Mr. Sabath. We can make a condition that they advise with this 
committee of two or three Members in the Senate and two or three 
Members from the House. They are just as honest as Mr. Hoover is, 
and as honest as the rest of these people. These people that are 
acting on these committees are merely selected because they like the 
work and I know that any member of this committee is willing to 
give a part of the forenoon or the afternoon to go over the situation 
and check up and see how much money has been received and how it 
should be expended. 

Mr. Flood. That would put a tremendous responsibility on that 
congressional committee to have authority to do anything. 

Mr. Houghton. Is that the question at all? Is the question not 
whether or no Congress is to make an appeal to the comitry or 
whether, following the precedents that you took up yesterday^ 
Congress could not memorialize the President to appeal to the 
country ? 

Mr. Sabath. The President has already appealed to the country. 

Mr. Houghton. Only indirectly. Have you any precedent where 
Congress itself has appealed to the coimtry ? 

IkG. Flood. The resolutions that have passed this conoimittee were 
all of them in the same form that I read from yesterday. 

Mr. Houghton. That seems to me a distinctly preferable form. 

Mr. Newton. What was that particular form ? 

Mr. Houghton. To have the President appeal for the starving 
children. That is not the way this bill is drawn. Congress here 
makes an appeal and makes a statement it can not verify. 

Mr. French. One of the criticisms directed against the resolution 
yesterday was to the last paragraph of the preamble where we make 
the statement that not a single dollar that would be contributed 
would be deducted for the purpose of expenses. That phrase 
seemed to invite what gentlemen suggested yesterday should be an 
accounting. I recognize that if you make this statement that we 
have made, possibly an accounting might be asked. Now, I think 
that from a practical standpoint it is out of the question to require 
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an accounting, since this organization has been going ahead for two 
months and we are not contributing money from the Government 
nor are we granting a charter. If we were contributing money from 
the Public Treasury, we could require an accounting. If we were 
granting a charter entitling this organization to operate, we could 
demand an accounting. I recognize, however, the force of the sug- 
gestion that if we are going to guarantee the expenditure of money 
in a particular way the proper thing then is to require an accounting. 
Therefore, it has been suggested to me, and I concur in the suggestion, 
that we omit that particular paragraph from the preamble. We do 
not need to include it, and that we may then omit to require an 
accounting. 

Then there is another suggestion that I would make, and that is 
this: Whatever is to be done ought to be done now. It ought to 
be done within the next few days, otherwise any advantage that 
would come would be lost. The time to act is now; and if we attempt 
to do very much that will involve the matter, such as requiring an 
accounting and other things that might take time, why, any effect 
that would be helpful would be dissipated. 

Mr. Dickinson. What do you think about our authority here to 
ask an accounting from the committee that we have no part in 
forming or creating ? 

Mr. French. That is just the point I tried to make. It seems 
to. me now is not the time to do that. If we should grant them a 
charter or make an appropriation we could do that. For that 
reason I suggest that we omit the last paragraph of the preamble 
and also omit requiring an accounting. 

Mr. Temple. May I say that I think that is a very good suggestion 
on other grounds, too, because it would seem rather peculiar to pass 
this indorsement first on the ground mentioned here and then after- 
wards proceed to find out whether that was true or not. I have no 
doubt that it is true. 

Mr. French. I have no doubt that it is true. 

Mr. Temple. But when we put foiward an indorsement of the 
Government we must have some kind of an accounting. 

Mr. French. I recognize that. 

Mr. Linthicum. It seems to me that we should strike that out. 
You struck out the vital part of that resolution. There is one thing 
the people are complaining of, that a lars;e part of it is spent for over- 
head charges, and that is a very splendid section if it could be kept 
in there in some way. 

Mr. French. That is true; but I think in passing the resolution 
without it, it would be of tremendous aid, and in our personal appeals 
we can assure the public that the money contributed will be used 
for relief work. 

Mr. Linthicum. I should like to be able to, but I would not have 
any assurance that we could tell the people that. How do we know ? 
How could I tell them that ? 

Mr. French. It is just as with the Red Cross, and we must have 
confidence in Mr. Hoover, Mr. Lane, and their advisory committee. 
Take the Red Cross, the chief officers are not salaried. Mr. Davidson 
and Miss Mabel Boardman and others actively identified with that 
work never receive a single dollar for salary or payment of expenses 
out of Red Cross funds. 
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Mr. Sabath. Not the Ked Cross? 

Mr. French. Not of the Red Cross. 

Mr. Sabath. You know that charges were made that it cost the 
Red Cross and the others from 35. to 40 per cent for the distribution 
work and general expenses; in other words, that only about 60 per 
cent to 65 per cent of the money collected was actually used for 
the purpose of relief, and the other is used for organization work 
and for general expenses at headquarters and things of that kind. 

Mr. French. I think that those statements are altogether ex- 
treme. The fact of the business is, and I have gone into it pretty 
closel}', because of my interest in the work, there are no salaries paid 
to many of the men and women who have a most active and promi- 
nent part in connection with the organization work. On the other 
hand, you can not expect that the stenographers and typists are 
going to be able to contribute their time month hy month and receive 
nothing for it. Miss Boardman sa s that oftentimes when you do 
receive the free work of some one v ho is V\ illing to contribute clerical 
work that you then can not depend upon it absolutely, as the person 
will take this day off or the next dav on, no matter how much it upsets 
the work, feeling that the work is a contribution or gift. Therefore, 
for a certain t pe of work it is essential that ;^^ ou employ definite 

f)ersons and hold them to definite hours and, as a rule, you can expect 
arge contributions of time and services for long continuous work only 
from such persons ss are able by reason of their independence to con- 
tribute it f reeh , as Miss Boardman does. 

The Chairman. When did this drive start by the Eurcpean Relief 
Council ? 

Mr. French. The first appeal that I n.oticed was about the 1st of 
No\ ember, I think that was the first one that appeared in the Literary- 
Digest, when that institution contributed $100,000. Mr. Chandler 
can give ou the exact information. 

STATEMENT OF HON. WALTER M. CHANDLER, OF NEW YORK. 

Mr. Chandler. There are two kinds of drives. The active drive 
began a week ago and will continue through the month of Janiiarr. 
Mr. Hoover told me it will continue through January . Then there is 
the drive in the leading cities. But I am spe?-king of the drive here in 
Washington. That drive in Washington will stop on the 16th of this 
month. Therefore, an* thine: done b. the committee intended to 
help Mr. Hoover would ha\e to be done at once. There is another 
drive, an active drive that has been in progress two weeks and \\ill 
continue two weeks longer. 

The Chairman. How much mone v ha\e the ? 

Mr. Chandler. $12,000,000; $5,000,000 of that contributed b> the 
Red Cross and $7,000,000 raised in New York City by means of col- 
ections through thp Metropolitan Opera House, etc. 

Mr. Houghton. Is not the underlying fact something like this— 
that there is a great emergency abroad, and that a certain group o. 
societies undertook to meet that emergency and now, thinking they 
are going to fail, appeal to us as a committee of the Government to 
see if in some way the Government's support, not financial, but moral 
support, can be given to that movement 'i Does not that reduce to 
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two questions; first, do we think that official support ouffht to be 
^iven, and, second, if we do, how, or in what form is it to l)e given. 
These matters are committee matters. 

Mr. Sabath. Mr. Chairman, I move that it is the sense of this com- 
mittee that moral support should be given, and follow that up. 

Mr. HuDDLESTON. tJuless somebody else wants to make a state- 
ment for the record, I suggest that we go into executive session, if 
we have heard these gentlemen. 

Mr. LiNTHicuM. It was my great fortune to be in Berlin and Vienna 
and other parts of central Europe last summer, and while in Berlin my 
wife and I talked with Mr. Dressier there, who is the head of the 
American mission, and he asked me whether or not I would not like 
to see the American Friends Society feeding the children. I told him 
that I would, and another man came over to my hotel with a little 
Ford, we got into it and went out to the camps where they were feed- 
ing tubercular children, and also those who had rickets. I think 
there were about 512 of them there. 

They did not feed the children promiscuously, but every child was 
allowed to receive this supplemental feeding, which constituted one 
meal a day of gruel, a piece of white bread, and some vegetables in a 
pan about 8 inches in diameter. They were selected by physicians 
appointed for the purpose in that section of the city, and tne man in 
charge told me that at the end of two or three weeks that these chil- 
dren with the rickets, that their legs would straighten up and they 
would show the greatest improvement. I am not going to criticise 
any organization, but I do say that the work there was being done 
cheaper and better than any other organization I have ever seen in 
operation in Europe, and I have been over there for the past three 
summers observing these things. They did not have a lot of paid 
people, but the women from the community came in. They served 
the soup, they looked after the children and the playground, and only 
one man, one American was there, who had charge over everything, 
and he was a young man who was spending his summer over there; 
he was a Harvard student and a very bright young fellow. I then 
went to the schools and they were not in session, but they were 
feeding the children nevertheless. I inquired how that was done, 
and they said that physicians selected the children who went to that 
school and needed supplementary meals, and those children alone 
were given this extra meal. In several cases he said there were two 
children or more than half a dozen children in a family. The whole 
family would not be selected, but one child or two children that 
absolutely needed this attention were selected for that. 

There was not any extraVagance, and everything was done, it 
seemed to me, to get in the most economical manner, and the most 
complete manner cared for. I think if there is one thing we ought 
to try to do it is to help this feeding of the children in Europe. It 
not only makes them a good, strong people, but many of them in 
Europe are coming to this country eventually. Besides that it 
inculcates in them the liking for the American people. That is 
something that is worth all the money we can expend. If we can 
show the people of Berlin and Vienna and those central countries 
that America, while she had to fight, yet she is a friend of humanity, 
it is the best preventive of war we can possibly establish in the 
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human heart. I am very strongly in favor of this resolution if it 
can be effectively put into force, and I am strongly in favor of helping 
these people. Any person who has ever traveled from Berlin to 
Vienna prior to the war and goes there to-day can see that they are 
absolutely in need of help, the women and children of these sections. 

Mr. Dickinson. Suppose you go to the congested centers in the 
United States with that same set of doctrines, could not you find 
hundreds of children that need the supplementary meal ? 

Mr. Sabath. I think they ought to have aid, and it is a shame to 
the American conscience if they do not get it. 

Mr. Chandler. Just a word as to the suggestion of the Congress- 
man from Alabama, and also the suggestion of the chairman this 
morning. I would ask to introduce into the hearings if the chairman 
of the committee and the committee think it advisaole and for future 
use in the House the speech of Senator Hitchcock, delivered in the 
Senate, and which is in the Congressional Record of Thursdav, Janu- 
ary 6, 1921, beginning on page 1085 of the Record of that date and 
extending to page 1089. 1 will state that that speech incorporates 
all the information and argument that Mr. Hoover gave me to sub- 
mit to the committees of the House and of the Senate. 

The Chairman. I wish you would also introduce the appeal by 
these allied organizations. 

Mr. Chandler. It is included in that speech, and questions and 
objections that have been made are answered in the speech in the 
Record of that date. 

(The statements referred to are as follows :) 

[From Congressional Record, Jan. 6, 1921, pp. 1085-1089.] 
DISPOSITION OF EUROPEAN RELIEF FUND. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Mr. President, the question has arisen here upon the floor as to the 
disposition of certain relief voted by the Congress in the year 1919, and I ask unani- 
mous couvsent to make a short statement and to have certain information placed in the 
Record, in order that the matter may be cleared up. The appropriation was made by 
Congress in 1919 

Mr. La Follette. Does the Senator refer to the $100,000,000 appropriation? 

Mr. Hitchcock. 1 refer to the $100,000,000 appropriation. 

Mr. President, the facts of the case are that Congress in 1919 appropriated $100,000,- 
000 for the purpose of furnishing food and other relief to the starving people of central 
Europe. This work was placed in charge of Mr. Hoover. He used as his fiscal repre- 
sentative the United States Grain Corporation as a business proposition, and he also 
used such agencies as the Red Cross, Army officers, and others in the actual distribu- 
tion of the relief. 

On the 25th of September of the present year a formal report was made to the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the disposition of the amount of money which Congress 
had appropriated, and, as the report is rather brief and is signed by Mr. Edward M. 
Flesh, the vice president and treasurer of the GraJin Corporation, I will read it. It is 
as follows: 

*'New York, N. Y., September 25, 1920. 
* 'His Excellency WooDROW Wilson, 

^''President of the United States, Washington, D. C. 

"Dear Mr. President: The United States Grain Corporation, having under Execu- 
tive order acted as fiscal agent of the American Relief Administration covering Euro- 
pean operations, has prepared an accounting as of to-day on the $100,000,000 appro- 
priation whi'^h was approved by Congress February 25, 1919 (Public 274, 65th Cong.)^ 
and we are forwarding herein statement of account showing proper evidence of ex- 
penditure furnished to and approved by the Comptroller of the Treasury in the amount 
of $94,929,246.77, and a list of cargoes and cost of service covered by the above ex- 
penditure. 
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**A lame part of the foodstuffs supplied under this appropriation was furnished to the 
various Governments in central and northern Europe, who have undertaken to give 
obligations for repayment at the cost thereof, in the amount of $84,014,527.92, which 
includes the sum of $9,170.28 remaining to be collected, as shown by certified state- 
ment attached. This statement also shows an expenditure in the amount of 
$10,923,889.13 for child feeding and other charitable services, for which no obligations 
of repayment were taken. The signed obligations of the various Governments are 
inclosea herewith . \ 

**Please note that these obligations exceed in amount owing by the various Govern- 
ments on account of our having taken the obligations as security during the delivery 
of the foodstuffs and at a time when definite values could not be relied on. These 
excess obligations amount to $13,141,324.24, and are being returned herewith for 
disposition. 

"We still have outstanding claims amounting to approximately $100,000, which ydll 
be billed against the comptroller on the appropriation just as soon as paid vouchers 
can be obtained, being the evidence the comptroller requires before reimbursing the 
Grain Corporation. We hope shortly to be in a position to forward a further statement 
as to evidence of the $100,000 expenditure referred to, thus closing the entire matter. 
''Yours, very truly. 

"Edward M. Flesh, 
** Vice President and Treasurer. ^^ 

Mr. President, that, in brief, gives the business summary of what was done with the 
$100,000,000. That is to say, the Grain Corporation, acting as Mr. Hoover's fiscal 
agent, paid out approximately $95,000,000, and took from certain Governments 
obligations amounting to $84,000,000. The remaining $10,000,000 was devoted to 
child relief, and was a donation, being actually distributed largely in milk and child 
foods to the peoples of those countries. 

Mr. Warren. Mr. President 

Mr. HiTCHcacK. I yield to the Senator. 

Mr. Warren. The information the Senator is giving us is very interesting. I 
should like to ask him whether he has any statement from the Grain Corporation or 
from Mr. Hoover as to the amount of money that it was presumed, when we appro- 
priated that monev. could be provided from the profits of the Grain Corporation and 
added to the $100,060,000 appropriation? 

Mr. Hitchcock. That was a subsequent matter, and. was handled in the year 1920, 
when Congress authorized the Grain Corporation to distribute $50,000,000 worth of 
flour; and I am not taking that up now, because I do not want to confuse the two. 
I am dealing now simply with the $100,000,000 that Congress appropriated; and 
if the Senator will permit me, 1 should like to finish, so as to show what the disposi- 
tion of that was. 

Mr. Warren. I have no disposition to interrupt the Senator. I simply wished 
to know if that appropriation was accompanied in any amount by any other fund. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Not at all. That is a subsequent matter, as I am stating. 

Mr. President, I also ask leave to put in the Record at this point, without reading, 
a communication of Mr. William R. Grove, fonrierly a colonel of the United States 
Army, addressed to Hon. James Reed, United States Senator, and published in the 
Herald of this date or yesterday, in which he shows that 11,000 tons of milk and 
other foodstuffs were shipped from the United States and contributed to the chil- 
dren's fund to the value of approximately $4,700,000. This food was distributed 
directly under his supervision, as stated, through hundreds of kitchens, canteens, 
and asylums created for that and other purposes. This charge was borne by the 
$100,000,000 fund. I will put this letter in the Record in full. 

There being no objection, the matter referred to was ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows: 

denies EUROPEAN RELIEF FUND FED POLISH ARMY — OFFICER IN CHARGE OF FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION WIRES SENATOR REED THAT ONLY SURPLUS ARMY STOCKS SOLD. 

New York, Januarys. 

Denials that American funds contributed for European relief had been used for 
supplying the Polish Army, as charged by Senator James Reed were telegraphed 
to Reed to-day by William R. Grove, formerly in charge of food distribution in 
Poland. 
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Surplus supplies of the Expeditionary Forces were sold the Polish Army, Grove 
said, but this had nothing to do with the $100,000,000 corj^iceEi( i al iclief lird. 
Grove's telegram follows: 

Hon. James Reed, 

United States Senate y Washington, D. C. 

From the press account of your statement this morning in respect to the use of a 
portion of the $100,000,000 relief appropriation which expired in June, 1919, for 
the purposes of the Polish Army, I am con\inced that you have been misinformed. 

I was in charge in Poland oi the distribution of all food under the $100,000,000 
relief appropriation, acting under Mr. Hoover's general direction. There were 
three distinct acti\ities in Poland which may have led to confusion in your mind: 

First, about 11,000 tons of milk and other foodstuffs were shipped from the United 
States and contributed to the children's fund to the value of aproximately $4,700,000. 
This food was distributed directly under my supervision, through hundreds of kitchens 
canteens, and asylums created for the refuge of the cliildren by the children's fund, 
which was also participated in by public charity. 

The above charge was borne by the $100,000,000 appropriation and represents a gift 
from the American people. 

Second. Approximately 266,000 tons of food of the value of about $50,000,000 was 
shipped to Poland from* the United States and was distributed strictly to the civil 
population. This food was provided from the $100,000,000 relief appropriation, but 
the Polish Government was charged with the cost thereof and has given treasury notes 
in payment therefor, so that tMs item will be recovered to' the American people. 
Thus the only loss to the American people amounts to the $4,700,000 children's service 
mentioned above. 

Despite the undertaking of the Polish Government to pay for this food, my instruc- 
tions were to see that this food was strictly distributed to the civil pm)ulation and 
this was rigorously carried out under the direction of American Army officers. 1 may 
mention that the Polish Government paid the entire cost of distribution and no 
American money was ever given the Poles, the whole service being in commodities 
purchased in the United States. 

Third. The Army liquidation board, over which the relief administration had no 
authority, sold to the Polish Government many thousands of tons of surplus American 
Army rations and supplies, again in return for Polish Government obligations, and 
some portion of this foodstuff was used for the Polish Army. It had, however, nothing 
to do with the congressional relief appropriation. The other allied Governments also 
supplied some food to Poland during this period. 

In the broader aspects of the whole question, I may mention that if the whole Polish 
Army, as it stood during this period, had been supplied with such imported com- 
modities as could be incorporated in their ration, which was not the case, it could 
have consumed less than 9,000 tons, or probably less than 3 per cent of the totals 
imported. 

In any event, it is of much more importance to note that the objective of the Amer- 
ican Government was to preserve life in th« midst of famine and to reestablish order 
and to undermine the stimulus to anarchy and bolshevism then running rampant 
through a starving country. If Poland had not received this food, and if Poland had 
not had an army in the winter and spring of 1919, it would have gone bolsheviki, thus 
joining the bolshevik activities of Germany and Russia, and plunging Europe into 
irrevocable chaos. 

I am sure you will correct this misimpression you have given. 

Wm. R. Grove, 
Former Colonel, United States Army. 
105 Hudson Street, New York, N. Y. 

Mr. Phelan. Mr. President 

Mr. Hitchcock. Now, Mr. President, I want to show in a tabulated statement 
which I produce, furnished by Leslie, Banks & Co., chartered accountants, exactly 
how this relief was distributed; and I shall ask leave to insert it in the Record. I 
think I can read the whole thing, however: 

UNITED STATES GRAIN CORPORATION. 

Acting as fiscal agent of the American Relief Administration. Account of receipts 
from the United States Treasury out of the $100,000,000 appropriation fund segregated 
according to country to which relief was furnished. 

For commodities delivered and services rendered to European Governments for 
which obligations of repayment were taken: 
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Armenia $8,028,412. 15 

Czechoslovakia 6, 348, 653. 56 

Esthonia 1,785,767.72 

Finland 8, 281, 926. 17 

Letvia 2, 610, 417. 82 

Lithuania 822,136.07 

Poland 51,671,749.36 

Nonbolshevist Russia 4, 465, 465. 07 

For this total of $84,014,527.92 the national obligations of the countries named were 
taken and turned over to the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. Borah. Mr. President 

Mr. Hitchcock. I yield to the Senator from Idaho. 

Mr. Borah. What part of Russia does the Senator have reference to when he says 
** nonbolshevist Russia"? 

Mr. Hitchcock. I presume it was that part of Russia which at the time was in the 
hands of various generals who at various times opposed the Lenin-Trotski govern- 
ment. I do not know anything further than that about it. It was such parts of 
Russia as those relief associations had access to, and of course they could not very 
well have had access to so\aet Russia. 

Mr. Borah. Do I understand that they have securities from nonbolshevist Russia 
also to the amount which they expended? 

Mr. Hitchcock. I judge so, to the extent of $4,465,000. 

Mr. Borah. I was interested to know how they could get them. 

Mr. Hitchcock. They were undoubtedly issued by the de facto governments or 
military officials who were in charge. They had about the same authority that the 
soviet government had in the rest of Russia, which is the authority of force, or de facto. 

Mr. Phelan. Mr. President 

^fr. Hitchcock. Now, then, for commodities delivered for child feeding and for 
other charitable 8er\dces for which no oV)ligations of repayment were taken 

The Vice President. Does the Senator from Nebraska yield to the Senator from 
California? 

Mr. Phelan. I do not desire to interrupt the Senator. T can wait until he finishes 
reading. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Yes; I think I ought to put this in consecutively. I shall put 
it in the Record, and I will not read it in detail; but it shows that in Czechoslovakia 
something over $2,000,000 was distributed as relief. 

For commodities delivered for child feeding and for other charitable services for 
which no obligations of repayment were taken: 

Czechoslovakia $2, 261, 229. 96 

Esthonia 376, 621. 73 

Finland 560, 275. 75 

Lat\da : 493,575.52 

Lithuania 279. 721. 53 

Poland ' 4, 743, 147. 07 

Rumania 414, 286. 43 

Nonbolshevist Russia 373, 873. 72 

Serbia 1, 035, 407. 59 

Freight on Red Cross supplies 275, 287. 23 

Freight on typhus equipment 110, 462. 60 

The total of those items is $10,923,000, distributed without taking back any govern- 
mental securities; in other words, a contribution of the American people. ' 

I shall put that in the Record, Mr. President, but I have read this much for the 
purxx)se of showing the amount distributed to each country under the direction of 
Mr. Hoover and by various agencies which he employed. 

There being no objection, the matter referred to was ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows: 
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United States Grain Corporation, acting as fiscal agent of the American Relief Admims- 
tration — Account of receipts from the United States Treasury out of the f 100,000,000 
appropriation fund, segregated according to country to which relief ivas furnished. 

NAME OF COUNTRY, ETC., AND AMOUNT. 

A. For commodities delivered and services rendered 
to European governments for which obligations of 
repayment were taken: 

Armenia $S, 028, 412. 15 

(Czechoslovakia 6, 348, 653. 56 

Esthonia 1, 785, 767. 72 

Finland 8, 281, 926. 17 

Latvia 2, 610, 417. 82 

Lithuania 822, 136. 07 

Poland 51,671,749.36 

Nonbolshevist Russia 4, 465, 465. 07 

$84, 014, 527. 92 

B. For commodities delivered for child feeding and 
for other charitable services for which no obligations 
of repavment were taken: 

Czechoslovakia 2, 261, 229. 96 

Esthonia 376,621.73 

Finland 560, 275. 75 

Latvia 493,575.52 

Lithuania 279,721.53 

Poland 4,743,147.07 

Rumania 414,286.43 

Nonbolshevist Russia 373,873.72 

Serbia 1. 035,407. 59 

Freight on Red Cross supplies 275, 287. 23 

Freight on typhus equipment 110, 462. 60 

10,923,889.13 

Total 94, 938, 417. 05 

Deduct for collection not yet made on account of Government of Ar- 
menia (vouchers not received), but included above 9. 170. 28 

Net receipts as list of cargoes and service expenditure approved . 94, 929, 246. 77 

We hereby certify that the above account of receipts from the United States Treas- 
ury out of the $100,000,000 appropriation fund is correctly stated in accordance with 
the books of the United States Grain Corporation, London office, as of this date. 

Leslie, Banks & Co., 

Chartered Accountants. 
New York, September 25, 1920. 

Mr. Warren. Mr President 

Mr. Hitchcock. I yield to the Senator. 

Mr. Warren. If I may ask the Senator a question, I notice that a pretty large 
amount — in fact, a very large amount — of this distribution went to Poland. Was 
that before Poland engaged in war? And is the Senator able to tell us whether any 
portion of that was eitner contributed for or used by Poland in the war? . 

Mr. Hitchcock. I think the Senator is as capable of fixing the dates, as I am. The 
appropriation was made early in 1919, so the distribution was made almost entirely 
in 1919 and the winter of that year. 

Mr. Warren. What I wish to know is whether that distribution has been made at 
different times up to date, or whether it was made prior to some specific date, which 
I think the Senator has not yet given. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I have given the date of the report. I do not know the dates of 
distribution. It was chiefly in the year 1919. 

Mr. Phelan . Mr. President, may I ask the Senator a question? Is this in the nature 
of a report to Congress? 

Mr. Hitchcock. No, sir. This is an effort to set before the Senate the fact that 
this $100,000,0,00 fund has been distributed in the most effective, most efiicient, and 
most economical way, in accordance with the orders of Congress. It is intended to 
put before the Senate the fact which should be put before it, that this great trust has 
been most admirably administered, and that, instead of giving away this vast sum of 
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money, Mr. Hoover, as the representative of the United States, has done exactly what 
Congress intended that he should do. He has given the relief. Where it was possible 
to secure hack the bonds of the country, he has taken them. Where that was not 
possible he has made it as a contribution, which was in effect carrying out the inten- 
tion of Congress, as we all remember from the discussion at the time. Many at that 
time expected that there would be no return at all to the United States, and nobody 
now is able to tell what we will realize from the 184,000,000 of securities in the Treas- 
ury; but the fact is that the distribution has been most admirably done, largely under 
the supervision of officers of the United States Army, largely through the cooperation 
of the wonderful organization of the Red Cross, through the Quaker societies, and 
through the various other ones of which I shall give the names in a few moments; 
and not only has that been done, but a most careful accounting has been rendered 
by chartered accountants to show the exact distribution and the exact destination 
of all those reliefs. 

Mr. Phelan. Mr. President 

Mr. Hitchcock. If the Senator will permit me, I should like to finish this report. 

Mr. Phelan. I understood that the Senator had finished the reptort. 

Mr. Hitchcock. No. 

Mr. Phelan. I should like to hear it. I am sure the Senator is speaking of his own 
knowledge when he indorses all these transactions. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I do indorse them most fully. To my mind, Mr. President, Mr. 
Hoover to-day stands as the greatest benefactor of civilization. I think his services 
in contributing to saving the lives of 6,000,000 European children entitle him to be 
ranked as one of the greatest benefactors of the world; and I think we here in the 
Senate should give him credit, as Europe gives him credit, for the great work he has 
done and the businesslike way in which the matter has been transacted. 

Mr. Phelan. Do •! understand, Mr. President, that these transactions have been 
questioned, that Mr. Hoover has been accused? 

Mr. Hitchcock. I do not know, of course, what the Senator is referring to. I am 
saying that it has been charged here, and it has been charged elsewhere, that Mr. 
Hoover misused the funds of the United States which were put at his disposal; and 
I am endeavoring now to state the facts as they are. 

Mr. Phelan. I was not aware that he had been accused. I am very glad to hear 
that there is some raison d'etre for this matter. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Now, I hold in my hand Table A, consisting of a report of the 
United States Grain Corporation, acting as the fiscal agent of the American Relief 
Administration, giving a summary of the commodities delivered and the services 
rendered to European countries under the $100,000,000 appropriation fund. I will 
not repeat the names of the countries. I shall ask leave to insert this tabulated 
statement in the Record. It shows that of breadstuffs this organization distributed 
to the countries which I have already named a total of 404,000,000 tons, 9,000,000 
tons of rice, 13,000,000 tons of beans and peas, 26,000,000 tons of meats and fats, 
nearly 7,000,000 tons of milk, 1,000,000 tons of cocoa and sugar, 5,700,000 tons of 
cotton, 449,000 tons of miscellaneous supplies, or a total of 468,379,284 tons of these 
commodities of relief, almost all of them being purchased in the United States and 
being shipped over there. I could also give the details of how they were shipped, 
but I deem that not necessary. 

In Table B, which I shall ask to have inserted in the Record, we find a simimary 
of the total of children's relief deliveries paid for from the congressional fund, for 
which no fund or securities were taken up; in other words, 3,446.000 tons of bread- 
stuffs, 4,000,000 tons of rice, 4,600,000 tons of beans and peas, 1,500,000 tons of meats 
and fats, 15,000,000 tons of milk, and 5,000,000 tons of cocoa and sugar. 

Mr. Wadsworth. Mr. President, is it not pounds instead of tons? 

Mr. Hitchcock. No; tons. 

Mr. Wadsworth. Fifteen million tons? 

Mr. Hitchcock. Metric tons. It is a perfectly huge affair, and we have no con- 
ception of the enormous relief that has been rendered. This organization has actually 
saved the lives of 6,000,000 children, and Mr. Hoover is engaged at the present time 
in a gigantic effort to raise $33,000,000 in this country to give relief. He is heroically 
at work through a number of organizations to raise $33,000,000 to bring needed relief 
this winter to children in the countries of central Europe and eastern Europe, and 
I am stating these facts at this time in order that the Senate may have some appre- 
ciation of the tremendous energy this man has put into operation and the wonderful 
cooperation he has secured from all of the great charitable organizations of the world. 
Mr. Wadsworth. I do not want to seem to detract from anything Mr. Hoover 
has accomplished, but 15,000,000 tons of milk is much more than a ton of milk per 
child. 

20384—21 3 
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Mr. PoMBRBNE. Two and a half tons. 

Mr. Reed. Two and a half tons per child for 6,000,000 children. 

Mr. Wads WORTH. It must be pounds. 

Mr. La Follette. Let it go at pounds. 

Mr. Gronna. It is probably as accurate as Mr. Hoover's .statement with referent e 
to the cost of grain. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I shall have to verify the figures, of course. What I hold as a 
tabulated statement, which just came to me, and it would be an easy matter for an 
error to be made. Even great Senators here upon the floor make statements equally 
ridiculous, and I presume that these figures are subject to correction, like everything 
else. 

Mr. Gronna. May I ask the Senator if he is speaking for the farmers of his State 
in making this statement here? 

Mr. Hitchcock. I do not understand the Senator's question. I am speaking in 
the interest of fairness and justice in order that this man, who has carried out the 
mandate of Congress to bring relief to these children of Europe, should not be 
misrepjresented. 

I think if Congress thought enough of this matter to appropriate $100,000,000, and 
if the people of the United States think enough of this matter, after their resources 
have been so largely drawn upon, nevertheless to enter upon a great cooperative 
effort to raise $33,000,000,000 more, the Senate ought to take enough interest in the 
matter to accept a business statement from the man who is charged with the dis- 
tribution of this money and this relief. 

Mr. President, in the summary of what I have attempted to present I may say it is 
shown that the whole of the purchase, shipment, and financial operation under the 
$100,000,000 relief approjjriation of P'ebrilary, 1919, was carried out by the United 
States Grain Corporation in accordance with Executive order. Attached hereto are 
the items I have presented : 

**(a) Covering letter of final report to the President from the Grain Corporation. 

"(6) Audited statement of receipts from the Treasury of expenditures, allocated 
to the different countries concerned. 

"(c) List of cargoes and expenditure vouchers which were lodged with the approval 
of the Comptroller of the Umted States Treasury. 

"(rf) Statement of the destination and character of commodities delivered. 

"The comptroller's office contains the complete vouchers for all expenditures, and 
the files of the Grain Corporation contain the vouchers proving the deUvery of the 
commodities to their distribution destinations. The general policy in determination 
of the volume of foodstuffs to be supplied to different nations under the relief was 
determined by Mr. Hoover, in cooperation with other officials of the Government. 
The assurance that the civil populations in these countries received these supplies in 
accordance with their needs were secured by officers of the United States Armv. 

"It will be observed that a total of $94,929,000 was expended from the appropriation, 
and that obligations for repajment of $84,014,000 of this were taken, the balance having 
been almost wholly devoted, to children s relief." 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. Wolcott] calls my attention to a mistake which I 
made in reading the tabulated statement, which may relieve some of the anxieties of 
the Senators who have become alarmed lest too much milk was sent to the children 
of Europe. He calls my attention to the fact that I mistook a comma for a period, 
so that the total of milk distributed should be 6,911 tons and eight hundred and 
fifty-nine thousandths, which probably explains the discrepancy. 

The fact is, Mr. President, tnat there never has been in the history of the world a 
more careful investigation bj^ men charged with the responsibilitv of charitable 
relief. There never has been in the history of the world a more careful organization 
to see that that relief got to the right individuals; and there never has been a more 
prompt report of what had been done under that than we find in this particular case. 

The statement which I asked to have inserted in the Record, contained in a report 
from Col. Grove, of the United States Army, as set forth in his letter to Senator Reed, 
contains this statement: 

"Despite the undertaking of the Polish Government to pay for this food my instruc- 
tions were to see that this food was strictly distributed to tne civil population, and this 
was rigorously canied out under the direction of American Army officers. I may men- 
tion that the Polish Government paid the entire cost of distribution, and no American 
money was ever given the Poles, the whole service being in commodities purchased 
in the United States. 

"Third. The Army Liquidation Board, over which the relief administration had 
no authority, sold to the Polish Government many thousands of tons of surplus Army 
rations and supplies, again in return for the Polish Government obligations, and some 
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portion of this foodstuff was iMed for the Polish Army. It had, however, nothing to 
ao with the congressional relief appropriation. The other allied Governments also 
supplied some food to Poland dunng this period." 

In other words, Mr. President, this fund of Congress was used solely for the purpose 
of distributing relief directly to the civilian popiilation of Poland, particularly to the 
children of Poland, and it was done by Anny officers of the United States, under Col. 
Orove, some 50 or 60 in number. 

Those who have confused the use of American supplies by the Polish Government 
and the Polish Army have made the mistake of assuming that it came from this relief, 
whereas it simply came from certain surplus military supplies which the United 
States sold to Poland, just as it sold to other countries in Europe, France among them. 
They were sold as a business proposition, because they were over there, and it was 
cheaper to sell them than to attempt to bring them back. Whether we will get paid 
for them at an early date we do not know, but the obligations of the Polish Nation 
were taken in pay for them, and when Poland had paid for them they belonged to 
Poland, to be used in any way. They were not intended as relief. They were sold 
to Poland as a business proposition, and Mr. Hoover's organization had no control over 
them whatever. 

Now, Mr. President, I hope Congress will do more than it has done. I think the 
Congress of the United States, which hasiJready been liberal with the people's money, 
should adopt a resolution such as has been introduced by the Senator from West 
Virginia [Mr. Sutherland], which is now before the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
indorsing the great work of charity relief which is now being carried on in Europe with 
out any Government support. I am not in favor of appropriating more Government 
money out of the Treasury at this time for that purpose, but I do think the Congress 
of the United States should give its moral support to this great work. It is not finished . 
There are still starving children over in Europe by the millions, and those countries 
in Europe are not able to provide for them altogether. Their moneys are so depre- 
ciated that they can not buy the supplies necessary for charitable distribution. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hand an appeal to the American people. It is signed 
by the American Relief Administration, by Herbert Hoover; the American Red Cross, 
hy Livin^ton Farrand; the Americaji Friends' Service Committee, the Quakers, by 
Wilbur K. Thomas; the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, by Felix Warburg; 
the Federal Coimcil of Churches of Christ in America, by Arthur J. Brown; the Knights 
of Columbus, by James Flaherty; the Young Men's Christian Association, by C. V. 
Hibbard, international committee; the Young Women's Christian Association, by 
Miss Mabel Cratty, of the national board : and I want to take the time of the Senate to 
read this brief appeal. It is as follows: 

AN APPEAL T© THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

Three and one-half million children in eastern and central Europe have no alterna- 
tive to disaster between now and next harvest except American aid. For months, 
"because the needy were so numerous and the available funds so limited, these most 
helpless sufferers in the track of war have been admitted to American feeding stations 
only if tragically undernourished, and have received American medical aid only if 
desperately threatened by death from disease. 

Winter is closing down. The money of many nations is valueless outside of their 
own boundaries. Economic and crop conditions, aggravated over considerable 
areas by actual warfare last summer, make famine, witn its terrible train of diseases, 
a certain visitor until next harvest. Inevitably the helpless children will suffer 
most. No child can grow to health and sanity on the pitiful makeshifts for food with 
which millions of European adults must content themselves this winter. It is obvious 
that the remedy can come only from outside. 

America saved 6,000,000 European children winter before last. Normal recupera- 
tion cut the need nearly in half last year, but unusual conditions have resulted in 
scant shrinkage of child destitution during the twelvemonth just past. The response 
of America must now decide whether 3,500,000 of these charges, in acute distress, 
shall begin to be turned away in January from more than 17,000 asylums, hospitals, 
clinics, and feeding stations dependent on American support. There would be no 
tragedy in history so sweeping or so destructive of those who can deserve no evil. 

The undersigned organizations, working among every race and creed, many engaged 
also in other forms of relief, agree unanimously that the plight of these helpless chil- 
dren should have complete priority in overseas charity until the situation is met. This 
is an issue without politics and without religious lines. There can be no danger of 
pauperization, for the $23,000,000 for child food and the $10,000,000 for medical service 
that we seek will relieve only the critical cases. The medical supplies, of course, must 
be an unqualified gift, but for every American dollar used in child feeding the Govern- 
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ments and communities aided furnish $2 in the form of transportation, rent, labor, 
clerical help, cash contributions, and such food supplies as are locally obtainable. 

America nas not failed in the past in great-hearth ness- She has never had a more 
poignant call than this. Contributions should be turned over to the local committees 
which are now being formed for this national collection or sent to Franklin K. Lane, 
treasurer, Guaranty Trust Co., New York City. 

American Relief Administration, by Herbert Hoover; American Red Cross, 
by Livingston Farrand; American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) 
by Wilbur K. Thomas; Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, by 
Felix Warburg; Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America,, 
by Arthur J. Brown; Knights of Columbus, by James Flaherty; Young 
Men's Christian Association, by C. V. Hibbard, International Com- 
mittee; Young Women's Christian Association, by Miss Mable Cratty, 
National Board. 

Mr. President, the fact stated that 3,500,000 children are in distress is not a mere 
surmise nor a guess, but is the result of a careful investigation. The Rockefeller 
Foundation makes this statement, and that is an organization which has been very- 
businesslike as well as very charitable. 

**The secretary of the foundation spent the summer of 1920 in central and eastern 
Europe, making a first-hand study of the situation. He was deeply impressed with 
the efficiency of the organization which has been created under Mr. Hoover's auspices. " 

I may say that no American who has visited Europe, and I doubt whether a man 
from any other country, has failed to be tremendously impressed with the wonderful 
efficiency of the organization which Mr. Hoover has used as his agency in distributing 
relief. One thing everyone says who comes back here after an inspection is that the 
efficiency, the energy, and the care of his relief association is beyond all parallel, 
and even the worst enemy that Mr. Hoover has, I am confident , will come back with 
the same story if he visits those countries as Americans have already done. I have 
talked with a good many men who have been over there, and thev all say that Mr. 
Hoover's name is a name to conjure with when all things else fail, because of the 
deep impression he has made, not only upon the leaders of Europe, but upon most 
of tne European people. 

The statement continues: 

"It represents the maximum of self-help on the part of the countries concerned 
and a minimum number of salaried American administrators. Every penny of Amer- 
ican money is expended for food. It is a satisfaction to contribute to a work which, 
is so wisely and effectively administered. 

"The trustees were further influenced to contribute to the children's fund by the 
conviction that at this time the American people have an opportunity to demonstrate 
their genuine interest in the welfare of children who are the victims of a catastrophe 
for which they can in no wise be held responsible. In the midst of sharp differences 
of opinion about economic and political policies it is possible for all Americans to 
unite in preserving the lives or safeguarding the health of 3,500,000 European chil- 
dren in both allied and former enemy countries." 

Mr. Borah. May I ask the Senator a question? 

Mr. Hitchcock. Certainly. 

Mr. Borah. I. ask it in perfect good faith and not in the way of criticism. In what 
particular countries are those 3,500,000 children supposed to be, and what particular 
countries are we leaving out? 

Mr. Hitchcock. I shall be very glad to answer the question fairly. They are as 
follows: 

In Poland, 1,500,000. Now, the Senator knows, and we all know, that probably 
Poland suffered more, and more frequently, than any other country in Europe. First, 
the Russian armies traniped over Poland with their destructive and ruinous spolia- 
tion. Then the German armies tramped over Poland, driving the Russians back. 
Then again the Russians returned over Poland, and Germany again threw them back. 
Poor old Poland was a mere doormat over which those great coimtries of Europe 
fought and was reduced by successive spoliations not only to well-nigh absolute rum 
but to such starvation that the children were compelled to get down on the ground 
and eat the very roots of trees to maintain life. Poland still has 1,500,000 children 
in need of help. TIb fijt ^ uQ a^ere loose estimate, but it is an estimate made 
by those who have b*en M the ^uM and who know the facts for which they vouch . 

Hungary, 100,000 children; Czechoslovakia, 250,000; Austria, 500,000; the Baltic 
Provinces, 200.000; Germany, 700,000; Russian refugee children. 200,000; total, 
3.450,000; and medical service and clothing to more than 300,000 children of Serbia 
and other European countries, where food is not so greatly required. 

The other day I talked with a man who had recently come back from Germany, 
He is a German- American, a good American citizen. He came back heartsore, not 
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only because he found his own relatives over there in such desperate plight that they 
could not even ask him to dinner, because they were ashamed to show bun whaithey 
had to eat. He UAd me repeated instances of sickly, half-starved children, lit^e 
skeletons, whose parents were not able to give them the necessary food to keep them 
in anything Uke a healthy condition. He said that this extends up even to the classes 
that ordinarily have plenty. He spoke, for instance, among other cases, of a man who 
is a chemist, accustxMned m ordinary times to earn a good livelihood. He described 
his two little girls, whom he saw, fraO, sickly little children, and the chemist told him, 
"I can not even afford an egg a day, which the doctor says this little girl ought to 
have. An egg costs 2^ marks. I can not afford that egg a day which that child ought 
to have." 

I say that imder these conditions and confronted by this situation, not only in the 
countries that were friends of the United States but in Germany, that was our enemy, 
it is the American duty to give what reliet we can, not so much to the adults, who can 
survive, but to the children, whose whole future life will be blighted if they are not 
given the necessary food to enable them to grow and develop. 

As to the great work which has been undertaken by the charitable associations that 
are representative of the whole country and which have been placed in charge of Mr. 
Hoover, because he has had imheard-of success in the past, I say it is the duty of 
Congress at least to give its moral support to the raising of the $33,000,000. I under- 
stand that something like $11,000,000 has already been raised, but that it needs the 
help of Congress to secure the balance. I sincerely hope that the resolution of the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Sutherland] will be acted upon. 

My attention is called to the fact that at this moment that in reading one of the 
tabulated statements I made the mistake of using in all cases the term ''metric tons." 
The figures in the statement are in thousands of metric tons, but the last three figures 
in decimals of metric tons, which I am sure will relieve the minds of those Senators 
who thought they saw a mare*s nest in a perfectly, plain business statement. 



Appendix. 

united states grain corporation acting as fiscal agent op the american relief 
administration — summary of commodities delivered and services rendered 
to european countries under the one hundred million dollar appropriation 

FUND. 

Table A. — Summary of deliveries to European Goverrvments under the congressional fund y 
for which obligations of repayment were taken {metric tons). 



Country. 



Poland 

Finland 

Armenia 

Czechoslovakia. . . 
North westRussia 

lyatvia 

E:*thonia 

Lithuania 

South Russia 

Total 



Breadsiufls. 



213, 666. iW 

64, 851. 2fl4 

37,097.987 

.'>2, 285.21.5 

14,248.491 

>-,116.011 

11, 244.. "^75 

2,5a5.892 

394.000 



404, 409. 702 



Rice. 



7,986.844 



1,022.327 



233.510 

9.633 

84.233 



9,418.553 



Beans and 
peas. 



9,415.879 

121.576 

3,661.768 



379.78.5 
504. 3SS 

iss.'iso' 



13,328.540 



Meats and 
fats. 



21,315.085 
1*432.694 



2,266.609 
761.269 
725. 16S 
42 i. 939 



20,925.764 



Countrv. 



Poland 

Finland 

Armenia 

Czechoslovakia. . . 
Northwest Rus.«ia . 

Latvia 

Esthonia 

Lithuania 

South Russia 



Total. 



Milk. 



1,993.713 

38. 845 

3,099.154 



1,055.272 

500.257 

127. 523 

97.095 



6,911.850 



Coeoa and 
.sugar. 



49.140 



999. 755 



54. 976 



Cotton. 



5,775.363 



1,103.877 



5.775.363 



Miscella- 
neous. 



431.484 



14. 130 



445. 020 



Tolal. 



260, 
6C, 
45, 
52. 

n: 

13, 
.9, 
3. 



202. 267 
444. 409 
312. 475 
285.215 
950. 157 
304.005 
129.447 
357. 309 
3'JI.OOO 



468,379.284 
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SUMMARY OF UNITED STATES ARMY LIQUIDATION COMMISSION STOCKS MOVED 
FROM FRENCH PORTS TO OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES UNDER THE CONGRES- 
SIONAL FUND, FOR FREIGHT ON WHICH OBLIGATIONS OF REPAYMENT WERE 
TAKEN. 

Quantity 

Countnr: moved. 

Poland metric tons. . 3,357.246 

Czechoslovakia do 4,985.054 

Esthonia do.... 2,804.1622 

Lithuania •. do 6,096.344 

Northwest Russia cubic tons (automobile tracks, etc.) . . 946. 740 

Total metric tons and 946.740 cubic tons.. 17,243.266 

Table B. — Summary of total children's relief deliveries paid for from the congressional 

fund for relief {metric tons). 



Coimtry. 


Breadstufls. 


Rice. 


Beans and 
peas. 


Meats and 
fats. 


Poland 


858.183 
700.000 


2,077.285 
318.916 
477.263 
221.998 
160.049 
170.000 
306.910 
273.211 
83.000 


2,808.170 
271.271 
287.876 
253.894 
341.117 
130.000 
204.456 
151.902 
77.826 


765.000 


Czechoslovakia 


454.501 


Serbia 


30.000 


Finland 


760.000 
260.192 
250.000 
60.387 
207.000 
351.000 


103.951 


Latvia 


43.168 


Rumania 


70.046 


Northwest Russia 


20.000 


Esthonia : 


52.934 


Lithuania 


27.969 






Total 


3,446.762 


4,088.632 


4,616.512 


1, 667. 659 







Country. 


Milk. 


Cocoa and 
sugar. 


Clothing 
and shoes. 


Miscella- 
neous. 


Total. 


Poland 


6,293.787 
4,020.083 
1,900.048 
687.242 
710.828 
184.594 
576.227 
443.795 
307.509 


2,433.606 
741.978 
681.007 
244.978 
206.105 
627.411 
73.041 
295.030 
153.011 


826.714 
163.503 


466.124 

161.232 

69.150 


• 

16.618.869 


CzAP.haslovakla . , . , 


6,831.434 


Serbia 


3,445.344 
2,272.063 


Finland 




Latvia 




41.672 


1, 763. 131 


RllTTIATliA 




1,432.051 
1, 261. 857 


Northwest Russia 




20.836 
20.836 


Esthonia 




1,444.708 
1,000.305 


Lithuania 










Total 


15,124.063 


5,456.167 


990.217 


779.850 


36, 069. 762 







SUMMARY OF RED CROSS AND OTHER CHARITABLE SUPPLIES MOVED UNDER THE 

CONGRESSIONAL FUND. 

From United States to Europe cubic tons. . 13, 707 

From St. Nazaire to Reval do 1,000 

From Coblenz to Warsaw metric tons (approx.) . . 10, 000 

Mr. Newton. Mr. Linthicum, was the organization that you 
specifically referred to carrying on that work with supplies derived 
in part from one of the mother organizations ? 

Mr. LiNTHicuM. Yes; all these organizations get their funds from 
about the same source, and this was the part given to the Quakers 
to perform in Berlin. 

Mr. HuDDLESTON. If no one else has anything to say I move we 
go into executive session. 

The Chairman. Very well. 

(Thereupon, at 11.30 o'clock a. m., the committee went into 
executive session.) 



[H. Con. Res. 71, Sixty-sixth Congress, third session.] 

Whereas the bitter need of the suffering populations of the world stricken by war, 
famine, and pestilence can be met only by contributions from the American people, 
who. among the peoples of the earth, are now most able to supply the necessary 
food and clothing and medicines: Therefore be it 
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Resolved by the House of Representatives {the Senate concurring) j That the President 
of the United States be respectfully asked to designate a day in the immediate future 
on which our people may be urged to contribute as they are individually able to the 
funds now being raised to mitigate these conditions of great and exceptional distress. 



{[House Beport No. 1186, Sixty-sixth Congress, third session.] 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred House concurrent reso- 
lution 71, providing the designation of a day on which our people may be urged to 
contribute to the need of the suffering populations of the world stricken by war, 
famine, and pestilence, having had the same under consideration, report thereon with 
the recommendation that the resolution do pass without amendment. 
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